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Berkshire  Combined  Sanitary  District. 


During  the  year  1897  exceptionally  low  rate  of  mortality 
which  I was  able  to  record  in  the  report  for  the  previous  year 
has  not  been  altogether  maintained,  the  registered  deaths 
having  been  2,096,  as  against  1,925  in  1896  (viz.:  656  in  the 
first  quarter ; second  quarter,  525  ; third  quarter,  456;  fourth 
quarter,  459) ; so  that  as  there  was  a slight  drop  in  the  number 
of  births,  (from  3,802  in  the  preceding  year  to  3,771  in  that  now 
under  review),  the  percentage  ratio  of  the  “corrected”  deaths 
(2,019)  to  births  rose  from  49*2%  to  53-5  this  last  being  how- 
ever 3^  below  the  average  of  the  eight  years  1890-97  inclusive. 
In  the  following  table  I have  given  the  leading  particulars  of 
the  vital  statistics  for  this  “ eight  years  ” period,  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  1897  is  well  under  the  average,  both  in  respect  of 
actual  mortality — its  proportion  to  registered  births — and  the 
percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  at  all  age  groups,  with 
the  single  exception  of  those  dying  in  the  first  year  of  life ; but 
of  the  395  included  in  this  last  age  period,  not  less  than  155 
were  weakly,  malformed,  or  prematurely  born  infants,  of  whom 
fifty  lived  less  than  twenty-four  hours,  while  thirty-eight  died 
within  a week  and  the  other  sixty-seven  within  a month  of  birth. 
On  the  other  hand  the  deaths  in  the  age  groups  5-15  and  15-25 
years  were  the  fewest  recorded  since  the  combined  district  was 
formed  in  1873,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1896,  the 
same  remark  applies  to  those  at  the  ages  25-65  and  over  65. 
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Registered  Births  and  “Corrected’^  Deaths,  Berkshire  Combined 
District,  from  1 890  to  1 897,  at  groups  of  ages. 


Date 

Births 

Correct’d 

Deaths 

Under 

I year 

1-5 

5“i3 

15-25 

25-65 

Over 

65 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1,000. 

Per- 

centage 

Deaths 

to 

Births. 

1890 

3,888 

2,117 

373 

209 

95 

102 

534 

904 

I5-I 

57-0 

1891 

3,898 

2,522 

444 

232 

100 

120 

577 

1,049 

17-1 

647 

1892 

3,840 

2,431 

399 

237 

96 

95 

707 

897 

16-4 

63-3 

1893 

3,997 

2,087 

370 

174 

125 

94 

598 

726 

14-0 

53*1 

1894 

3,694 

2,095 

363 

208 

73 

97 

cn 

00 

767 

14*1 

567 

1895 

3,892 

2,155 

407 

159 

84 

89 

603 

813 

14*5 

55-4 

1896 

3,802 

1,872 

362 

182 

99 

82 

536 

611 

12*3 

49-2 

1897 

3,771 

2,019 

395 

183 

88 

71 

586 

696 

13*4 

53-5 

Approx<^® 
Y early 
Average 

3,848 

2,175 

389 

198 

95 

94 

591 

808 

14*6 

56-5 

If  we  now  look  at  some  of  the  principal  certified  causes  of 
death  as  given  in  the  table  on  the  next  page,  which  gives  the 
deaths  in  each  year  from  1874  to  1897  from  the  “seven  chief 
zymotic  diseases”  of  the  Registrar  General's  returns,  and  also 
from  cancer,  phthisis,  &c.,  &c.,  we  shall  see  that  the  increased 
mortality  in  1897  was  not  due  to  any  excess  of  deaths  from  zymotic 
complaints,  as  these  were  fewer  than  in  any  year  of  the  series. 
There  were  137  deaths  in  all  recorded  from  the  seven  chief 
zymotic  diseases  (of  which  105  were  of  children  under  five  years 
of  age),  and  of  these  ninety-eight  resulted  from  whooping 
cough  or  diarrhoea,  while  of  the  remaining  thirty-nine  (which 
correspond  to  a yearly  average  of  seventy-eight  for  the  period 
1890-97),  twenty-four  were  due  to  diphtheria  and  membranous 
croup,  and  only  six  to  scarlet  fever,  five  to  enteric  and  continued 
fevers,  and  four  to  measles,  in  a population  estimated  at  over 
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“Corrected”  Yearly  Deaths  in  the  Berkshire  Combined  Sanitary 
District  from  the  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  from 
Cancer,  Phthisis,  &c.,  &c.,  from  1874  to  1897,  inclusive. 


Date 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  & 
Memb.  Croup 

Enteric  and 
Contd.  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diarrhcea  and 
Dysentery 

Total.  Chief 

Zymotic  Dis. 

Influenza 

Cancer 

Phthisis 

Pulmonary 

Inflammations 

Heart  Disease 

1874  ... 

- 

18 

37 

38 

29 

50 

42 

214 

- 

45 

252 

292 

196 

1875  ... 

2 

42 

39 

43 

II 

57 

95 

289 

8 

69 

281 

409 

202 

1876  ... 

4 

42 

32 

28 

23 

33 

72 

234 

I 

56 

227 

304 

197 

1877  ... 

17 

82 

23 

30 

25 

32 

62 

271 

I 

74 

260 

307 

159 

1878  ... 

12 

66 

53 

30 

23 

60 

84 

328 

- 

76 

234 

388 

188 

1879  ... 

- 

II 

22 

7 

67 

54 

50 

2II 

- 

75 

245 

419 

213 

1880  ... 

3 

56 

13 

23 

23 

48 

112 

278 

- 

63 

221 

399 

207 

1881  . . 

5 

45 

29 

17 

13 

12 

34 

155 

- 

64 

222 

308 

I9I 

1882  ... 

6 

68 

65 

14 

40 

88 

34 

315 

- 

86 

I7I 

333 

I7I 

1883  ... 

- 

26 

53 

19 

46 

53 

51 

248 

- 

95 

240 

378 

199 

1884  ... 

2 

43 

53 

16 

40 

29 

64 

247 

- 

92 

186 

308 

206 

1885  ... 

2 

7 

53 

9 

36 

26 

28 

I61 

- 

85 

201 

412 

218 

1886  ... 

5 

5 

33 

10 

19 

46 

67 

185 

- 

77 

184 

385 

253 

1887 

- 

7 

23 

20 

47 

31 

59 

157 

- 

lOI 

164 

.355 

254 

1888  .. 

- 

13 

60 

17 

12 

40 

20 

159 

- 

106 

205 

378 

235 

1889  ... 

- 

2 

66 

9 

33 

22 

37 

169 

- 

89 

189 

287 

251 

1890  ... 

- 

2 

33 

18 

52 

21 

40 

166 

26 

109 

187 

336 

337 

1891  ... 

- 

4 

33 

9 

18 

53 

29 

146 

57 

lOI 

194 

491 

258 

1892  ... 

- 

18 

30 

16 

22 

40 

31 

157 

166 

III 

148 

478 

220 

1893  ... 

6 

16 

46 

8 

36 

23 

41 

176 

37 

99 

I4I 

283 

' 225 

1894  ... 

- 

6 

35 

4 

26 

78 

23 

172 

59 

124 

170 

359 

233 

1895  ... 

- 

6 

38 

5 

22 

26 

43 

140 

85 

133 

135 

296 

257 

1896  ... 

- 

13 

41 

II 

30 

20 

28 

152 

27 

106 

145 

230 

200 

1897  ... 

- 

6 

24 

5 

4 

56 

42 

137 

38 

T05 

169 

304 

211 

nj  v2  « 

E^o. 

I 

is  2 -a 

7 

8-8 

35’0 

8-5 

26*2 

407 

34-6 

1557 

61 

III 

161 

347 

230 

B 2 
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150,000.  The  mortality  from  phthisis,  cancer  and  heart  disease 
was  about  the  average  of  the  eight  years  period,  but  the  deaths 
from  pulmonary  inflammations  rose  from  230  in  1896  to  304  in 
1897,  the  excess  being  principally  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year,  and  there  was  a corresponding  increase  of  25%  in  the 
deaths  from  influenza. 

The  Notification  Act. — As  five  years  have  now  elapsed  since 
the  statistical  tables  of  the  annual  reports  have  been  prepared  so 
as  to  give  the  returns  for  each  of  the  seventeen  administrative 
areas  into  which  the  combined  district  was  divided  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1894,  and  as  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  has  been  in  force  in  all  but 
two  of  them  for  nearly  the  whole  time,  I have  prepared  the 
following  tables  which  show:  Table  A.  the  total  number  of  noti- 
fications received  during  this  period  in  each  notifying  district, 
the  number  for  each  of  the  more  important  notifiable  complaints, 
and  their  mean  yearly  ratio  per  10,000  of  the  population 
according  to  the  census  of  1891.  Table  B.  gives  the  number  of 
deaths  during  the  five  years  from  notifiable  diseases  as  also  for 
the  non-notifiable  zymotic  complaints,  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
table  I have  given  the  corresponding  death  returns  for  the 
Urban  districts  of  Newbury  and  Maidenhead  in  which  the  Act 
has  not  as  yet  been  put  into  operation.  Table  C.  gives  the 
mean  yearly  death  rate  per  10,000  of  the  population  for  each 
of  the  diseases  included  in  Table  B.,  both  for  notifying  and  for 
non-notifying  districts.  It  will  be  seen  from  it  that  the  ratio  of 
mortality  from  notifiable  complaints  is  more  than  three  times 
as  great  in  non-notifying  districts  as  it  is  in  those  where  the 


Number  of  Notifications  received  in  the  five  years  1893-97,  inclusive. 
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Mean  Yearly  Death  Rates  from  Chief  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  from  Erysipelas,  per  10,000  Enumerated 
Population  (1891)  for  the  five  years  1893-97,  inclusive. 
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Act  has  been  adopted,  and  even  including  those  zymotic  diseases 
which  are  not  scheduled  in  the  Act,  it  is  more  than  double. 
As  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  these  two  non-notifying 
towns  is  not  below  that  of  the  rest  of  the  combined  district,  1 
can  only  account  for  so  marked  a difference  on  the  assumption 
that,  owing  to  the  absence  of  notification,  no  proper  sanitary 
supervision  can  be  given  in  the  considerable  proportion  of 
infectious  attacks  which  either  never  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  sanitary  officers  of  the  districts  in  question,  or  are  heard  of 
only  after  the  death  of  the  sufferer,  or  at  best  when  it  is  too  late 
to  adopt  sanitary  precautions  with  much  chance  of  benefit;  and 
it  may  further  be  pointed  out  that  the  same  explanation  applies 
also  in  some  degree  to  measles,  whooping  cough,  and  epidemic 
diarrhoea,  which  though  not  notifiable  under  the  Act  are  as  a 
rule  heard  of  earlier  where  it  is  in  force.  • 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-three  notifications  were  received 
during  the  year,  being  the  smallest  number  reported  in  either 
of  the  years  1893-97  inclusive.  Two  hundred  and  thirty  of 
them  were  attacks  of  scarlet  fever,  seventy-two  of  diphtheria, 
forty-nine  of  enteric  or  simple  continued  fever  (including  one 
case  of  typhus)  and  seventy-six  of  erysipelas.  The  ratio  of 
deaths  to  notified  attacks  was  scarlet  fever,  2*29%  ; diphtheria, 
2727%;  enteric  and  other  fevers,  10*20^,  and  erysipelas, 
7*39%  ; and  each  was  lower  than  the  corresponding  mean  rate 
of  the  five  years  period, 

A summary  of  the  sanitary  work  carried  out  in  the  combined 
district  during  the  year  is  given  in  the  Inspectors’  Return,  Table 
VII.,  at  the  end  of  this  report;  and  the  details  for  the  several 
districts  will  be  found  in  the  reports  to  the  several  Authorities. 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  42,886  acres,  inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,456.  Population 
(1891)  Males  5,181,  Females  5,495,  total  10,675.  Estimated 
“corrected’'  population  at  middle  of  1897,  10)25 1. 

During  the  past  year  a good  deal  of  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  question  of  the  sufficiency  and  character  of  the  water 
supply  in  different  parts  of  the  district,  and  considerable  im- 
provements have  been  effected  in  the  undermentioned  places, 
where  it  had  been  found  to  be  bad. 

At  Wickham,  the  works  which  were  put  in  hand  at  the  end 
of  1 896,  for  providing  a new  supply,  have  been  carried  out — 
the  springs  on  the  high  ground  being  tapped,  and  the  water 
brought  down  to  a stand-pipe  conveniently  placed  in  the  village. 

At  Midgham  Marsh,  where  a sample  taken  from  the  then 
supply  proved,  on  analysis,  to  be  of  very  bad  quality,  a new 
supply  has  been  obtained  from  a good  and  unpolluted  spring — 
the  water  being  brought  from  some  little  distance  to  the  four- 
teen cottages  in  the  Marsh,  each  of  which  is  provided  with  a 
suitable  covered  tank,  which  is  kept  filled  to  a definite  height 
by  the  stream  which  is  constantly  flowing  through  the  pipe 
which  connects  the  whole  series. 

At  Colthrop  Paper  Mills,  where  the  wells  had  been  condemned 
in  1896,  some  unsuccessful  attempts  were  made  to  obtain  a 
better  supply  by  ordinary  well-sinking — but  in  the  end  an 
abundant  quantity  of  excellent  water  has  been  obtained  from  a 
deep  boring  (i  16  feet) — more  than  amply  providing  for  all  the 
cottages  to  be  supplied. 

At  Woodside  Dairy  Farm,  Chieveley,  a deep  well  (no  feet) 
has  been  provided,  and  a public  supply  has  been  furnished  to 
Woolhampton  village,  from  a deep  boring,  by  the  munificence 
of  a lady  who  is  a resident  landowner  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  in  commemoration  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee  of  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen. 

At  Ashmore  Green,  where  the  existing  supply  is  very  inade- 
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quate  and  unsatisfactory,  a special  survey  has  been  made  of  all 
the  cottages  concerned,  and  the  matter  is  still  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Council. 

Four  samples  have  been  submitted  to  analysis  from  different 
places  in  the  district—  neither  of  them  gave  good  results. 

As  regards  sewerage — no  addition  has  been  made  to  the 
localities  provided  with  sewers.  At  Stockcross  nothing  has 
been  done  as  yet.  At  Donnington  the  matter  of  the  proposed 
sewerage  has  been  further  considered  both  by  the  District 
Council  and  a special  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
but  the  plan  to  be  adopted  has  not  been  settled  up  to  the 
present. 

At  Woolhampton  185  yards  of  the  existing  sewer,  which  was 
in  bad  condition,  has  been  taken  up,  cleansed,  and  relaid  with 
proper  gradients,  and  at  Thatcham  the  management  of  the 
sewage  meadow  has  been  placed  under  the  charge  of  the 
sanitary  inspector  for  a good  part  of  the  year — the  irrigation 
channels  have  been  cleaned  out  and  greatly  improved,  and  the 
work  generally  placed  on  a much  better  footing. 

Mr.  Walter  Church  reports  1,031  premises  as  inspected 
during  the  year.  Ordinary  nuisances  were  found  on  159  of 
them— and  15 1 were  abated  before  its  close. — See  Table  VII. 

Twenty-six  insanitary  or  overcrowded  cottages  have  been 
dealt  with,  one  of  which  had  been  reported  by  me  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  as  unfit  for  habitation. 
Among  miscellaneous  matters  which  have  been  dealt  with 
during  the  year  may  be  mentioned — complaint  of  a gipsy  en- 
campment at  Speen  ; complaint  of  offensive  piggeries  and 
slaughter-house  in  rear  of  the  London  Road;  the  insanitary 
drainage  arrangements  of  a large  residence  at  Wickham ; and 
the  fouling  of  a watercourse,  entering  the  Kennet  at  Midgham, 
by  drainage  from  a large  dairy  farm. 

Eighty-nine  notifications  of  infectious  attacks  have  been 
received  and  dealt  with  (in  addition  to  several  outbreaks  of 
measles)  being  more  than  twice  as  many  as  have  been  sent  to 
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me  in  any  year — with  one  exception — since  the  Act  was  put 
into  force  in  the  district  in  1890.  They  included  scarlet  fever, 
sixty;  diphtheria,  eighteen;  enteric  fever,  four;  puerperal 
fever,  one;  erysipelas,  six. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Of  the  sixty  notified  cases  of  this  complaint 
all  but  two  occurred  in  different  parts  of  the  large  parish  of 
Thatcham — thirty-seven  families  being  attacked.  The  outbreak 
commenced  early  in  June  at  Cold  Ash,  and  about  the  same 
time  several  children  of  a labourer’s  family,  living  in  one  of  a 
pair  of  isolated  cottages  at  Ashmore  Green,  were  reported  as 
suffering,  some  from  scarlet  fever,  others  from  diphtheria.  Ar- 
rangements were  made  to  put  the  inmates  of  the  second  cottage 
into  another  tenement,  the  one  they  vacated  being  utilized  for 
a trained  nurse  and  some  of  the  patients.  Only  one  other 
family  became  infected  here,  and  they  not  until  September. 

At  Cold  Ash,  however,  additional  cases  cropped  up  from 
time  to  time  till  near  the  end  of  July — nine  being  notified  in  six 
families.  In  one  or  two  instances  there  was  reason  to  think 
that  the  infection  had  been  brought  from  Newbury,  but  in  all 
probabilty  it  was  also  spread  by  the  children  of  a family  living 
at  a “general”  shop  in  the  village,  who  were  found  to  be 
about  in  the  village  and  attending  school  while  still  peeling 
after  mild  attacks  of  the  complaint,  the  cases  not  having  come 
under  medical  treatment,  nor  been  notified,  nor  any  isolation 
carried  out,  on  the  alleged  ground  that  they  were  supposed 
only  to  have  had  nettle  rash.  Towards  the  end  of  July  a batch 
of  cases  occurred  in  a labourer’s  family  at  Henwick,  and  at 
the  ^middle  of  August  the  complaint  was  notified,  along  with 
diphtheria,  in  a row  of  cottages  at  Colthrop,  occupied  by 
persons  working  at  the  paper  Mills  there,  one  of  the  earliest 
cases  notified  being  that  of  a man  who  walked  into  Newbury 
with  the  rash  out  on  him  to  see  his  club  doctor,  by  whom  he  was 
detained  at  his  surgery  until  arrangements  could  be  made  for 
his  admission  to  the  isolation  hospital  at  Wash  Common.  It  was 
then  found  that  there  were  other  cases  in  different  stages  of  the 
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complaint  in  three  or  four  of  the  cottages — some  indeed 
peeling — and  having  been  entirely  without  medical  treatment 
or  isolation,  which  last,  indeed,  was  almost  impracticable  in 
any  effectual  way  in  most  of  the  cottages.  A trained  nurse 
was  engaged,  but  she  herself  took  the  complaint  a few  days 
after  arrival,  and  as  there  was  no  proper  accommodation  for 
her  or  for  several  of  the  patients,  three  more  were  removed  to 
the  hospital  out  of  a total  of  eleven  in  eight  families.  As  there 
are  a large  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  mills,  of  whom 
a considerable  proportion  live  in  Thatcham  and  other  neigh- 
bouring places,  while  some  of  the  Colthrop  children  attended 
different  schools  there  after  they  were  reopened  at  the  end  of 
the  holidays,  attacks  began  to  be  notified  in  that  village  by  the 
middle  of  September,  there  being  eighteen  cases  in  fifteen 
families  between  that  date  and  November  14th,  and  four  in 
three  cottages  on  Midgham  Marsh.  It  was  found  necessary 
to  close  the  schools,  and  four  persons  were  treated  in 
hospital.  Out  of  the  whole  sixty  attacks  there  was  only  one 
(infantile)  death,  the  outbreak  being  mild  in  character,  as 
indeed  has  been  the  case  ever  since  the  year  1890,  during  which 
time  there  have  been  but  three  deaths  from  this  complaint  in  a 
total  of  165  cases,  or  a little  under  2 % of  the  attacks. 

Diphtheria. — Of  the  eighteen  attacks  of  this  complaint  noti- 
fied during  the  year,  and  occurring  in  thirteen  families,  six 
occurred  at  Ashmore  Green,  Colthrop,  and  Thatcham,  in  asso- 
ciation with  the  scarlet  fever  outbreaks  in  those  places,  and 
there  was  one  death — a child  three  years  old — two  were 
sporadic  attacks  affecting  young  children,  and  notified  re- 
spectively in  February  and  May.  In  December,  a group  of 
ten  attacks — mostly  of  a very  mild  type — occurred  at  Brimpton 
and  the  adjoining  part  of  Crookham.  Enquiry  showed  that  the 
infection  was  spread  by  a neglected  case  which  did  not  have 
any  medical  attendance,  the  child  still  continuing  to  attend 
school,  which  was  temporarily  closed  in  consequence,  as  the 
Christmas  holidays  were  close  at  hand,  and  the  outbreak  was 


quickly  brought  to  an  end — all  the  children  recovering.  Since 
1890,  fifty  cases  have  been  notified,  resulting  in  nine  deaths,  or 
18  ^ of  attacks. 

Enteric  Fever. — Only  four  sporadic  cases  have  been  notified 
during  the  year — all  ending  in  recovery.  In  two  of  them  the 
water  supply  was  suspected ; in  the  other  two,  no  cause  for  the 
attacks  could  be  made  out.  They  occurred  in  widely-separated 
localities ; the  first  in  March  and  the  rest  in  July  and  August. 
Forty-six  attacks  have  been  notified  in  this  district  since  1890, 
with  a mortality  of  nine — equivalent  to  20  % of  the  cases. 

But  one — and  that  a non-fatal — attack  of  puerperal  fever  was 
notified,  and  there  have  been  six  of  erysipelas— also  non-fatal. 

Of  the  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases,  whooping  cough  was 
by  much  the  most  fatal,  causing  eight  infantile  deaths  during 
the  first  five  months  of  the  year.  Outbreaks  of  measles  made 
it  necessary  to  temporarily  close  some  of  the  elementary 
schools,  viz.  : Donnington,  in  February;  Greenham,  in  March; 
and  Welford  and  Wickham,  in  June.  There  was  only  one 
death  from  this  complaint,  or  from  diarrhoea  (dysenteric  of 
some  months’  standing),  with  three  from  influenza,  spread  over 
the  year. 

The  registered  births  were  M.  130,  F.  120,  total  250,  and 
the  deaths,  145  (viz.;  first  quarter,  56;  second  quarter,  36; 
third  quarter,  25  ; fourth  quarter  28),  or  about  the  same 
number  as  in  1896,  but  twelve  deaths  in  Newbury  Union  House 
and  one  in  the  hospital  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  have 
to  be  added,  making  the  corrected  number,  M.  92,  F.  65, 
total  157.  The  rates  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  “corrected” 
population  were  : births,  24*4;  deaths,  15*3,  both  being  slightly 
higher  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  percentage  of  deaths 
at  all  ages  to  births  was  62*8  %,  and  that  of  deaths  under  one 
year  to  births,  9*6%,  both  rates  being  almost  the  same  as  those 
of  the  preceding  year;  but  the  first  named  was  9*3  ^ 
higher  than  the  corresponding  mean  rate  for  1897  of  the  com- 
bined district. 
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The  mortality  from  zymotic  complaints  has  been  already 
referred  to.  Of  the  twelve  deaths  included  in  this  class,  ten 
were  of  children  below  five  years  of  age,  and  eight  resulted 
from  whooping  cough.  They  accounted  for  7-6  % of  the  entire 
mortality,  and  a rate  of  i*2  per  1,000  of  the  corrected 
population. — See  Table  VI. 

Consumption  occasioned  exactly  the  same  number  of  deaths 
as  the  zymotic  diseases.  Pulmonary  inflammations  were  fatal  to 
nine  children  below  five  years  of  age,  and  to  eleven  older 
persons,  the  death  rate  being  rg,  and  the  percentage  of  total 
deaths,  127. 

The  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of  children  under  five 
years  old  caused  eighteen  deaths,  being  46*2  % of  all  occurring 
at  this  age  period. — See  Table  VI. 

It  will  be  seen  (Tables  IV  and  V)  that  sixty-six  deaths,  or  42% 
of  the  total  mortality  occurred  amongst  persons  above  65  years 
of  age,  being  7*5  % in  excess  of  the  corresponding  mean  rate 
for  the  combined  district,  and  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  no  less  than  83  per  i,000  of  the  entire  population  were  in- 
cluded in  this  age  group  at  the  census  of  1891,  as  against  an 
average  of  65  for  the  whole  sanitary  combination. 

Five  inquests  were  held  : two  on  deaths  from  drowning,  and 
three  on  sudden  deaths  from  “natural  causes.” 


NEWBURY  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  i,829acres.  Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,385. 
Population  (1891)  Males  5,096,  Females  5906,  total  11,002. 
Estimated  after  correction  for  inmates  of  institutions,  11,443  lo 
the  middle  of  1897. 

The  work  of  putting  in  house  connections  with  the  new  sewers 
has  gone  on  steadily,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  1,100  had  been 
so  connected  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  laid  down. 
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House  to  house  inspections  have  been  made  of  several  of  the 
courts,  viz  ; Percy  Place,  Trafalgar  Place,  Bedford  Place, 
Prince’s  Place,  St.  Mary’s  Place,  Mayor’s  Lane,  and  drainage 
provided  for  seventy-nine  houses  in  these  and  some  of  the  other 
courts  in  the  town  which  were  reported  on  in  1896.  Works  of 
general  sanitary  improvement  were  carried  out  in  several  of 
them,  and  in  Clare  Court  one  “ obstructive  ” building  has  been 
condemned  and  pulled  down. 

Mr.  Vincent,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  the  year’s 
work  in  the  district,  reports  450  premises  as  inspected,  nuisances 
being  found  on  fifty- six,  all  of  which  were  abated,  proceedings 
before  the  Justices  being  required  in  one  case  of  nuisance  from 
a cesspit,  and  conviction  obtained. — (See  Table  VII.)  Eleven 
houses  have  had  water  supply  provided,  one  sample  has  been 
submitted  to  analysis,  and  proving  of  suspicious  quality,  a new 
service  has  been  laid  on  from  the  water  company’s  mains.  The 
cowsheds  and  milkshops,  slaughterhouses  and  bakehouses,  &c., 
have  been  inspected,  and  found  generally  in  a satisfactory  state, 
but  four  nuisances  as  to  pig  keeping  have  been  dealt  with.  In 
one  instance,  the  complaint  was  made  by  persons  living  in  the 
Borough,  but  as  the  cause  of  nuisance  was  within  the  rural 
district,  it  was  dealt  with  there. 

As  the  Council  have  not  yet  seen  their  way  to  adopt  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  the  sanitary  officers  have 
received  information  of  but  few  cases  of  these  complaints,  viz  : — 
scarlet  fever,  ten ; diphtheria,  seven.  No  attack  of  scarlet  fever 
was  fatal,  and  there  are  not  any  reliable  data  available  from 
which  the  actual  number  of  cases  that  occurred  in  the  district 
may  be  estimated — but  there  were  three  deaths  certified  from 
diphtheria  and  membranous  croup,  and  on  the  reasonable 
assumption  that  the  case  mortality  for  this  disease  would  be 
approximately  the  same  as  in  the  rest  of  the  combined  district, 
viz : 27.3  96  of  the  attacks,  there  would  be  at  least  twice  as  many 
non-reported  (and  therefore — sanitarily  uncontrolled)  cases  as 
those  which  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  sanitary  officials. 
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Four  of  the  earlier  cases  of  scarlet  fever  (in  July),  were  treated 
in  the  isolation  hospital,  and  two  of  diphtheria,  but  as  shortly 
afterwards  the  Rural  District  Council  had  occasion  to  fill  both 
wards  with  scarlet  fever  patients,  in  consequence  of  the  outbreak 
in  Thatcham  Parish,  no  more  diphtheria  patients  could  be 
admitted  and  the  later  cases  in  the  Borough  had  to  be  treated 
in  their  homes.  The  experience  of  the  year  shewed  the 
insufficiency  of  the  present  hospital  accommodation  for  the 
requirements  of  both  the  urban  and  rural  district,  and  the  need 
that  there  is  for  increasing  the  number  of  wards,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  receive  and  properly  to  separate  patients  suffering  from 
different  infectious  complaints.  The  time  appears  to  have 
arrived  when  this  important  matter  should  receive  the  careful 
consideration  of  both  the  Authorities  concerned. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  127,  F.  129, 
total  256,  and  the  deaths  181  (viz.:  first  quarter,  59;  second 
quarter,  50;  third  quarter,  40;  fourth  quarter,  32),  from  which 
eleven  in  the  Union  House  and  four  in  the  District  Hospital 
have  to  be  deducted  as  not  belonging  to  the  district,  while  four 
in  the  County  Asylum  and  four  in  Reading  Hospital  have  to  be 
added,  as  being  previously  residents  in  it.  The  “ corrected 
number  is  therefore  M.  89,  F.  85,  total  174,  and  the  rates  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population  are  : births,  22-4 ; deaths,  15*2  ; 
the  births  being  nearly  2 0 per  1,000  less,  and  the  deaths  3.5  per 
1,000  above  the  corresponding  rates  of  the  preceding  year,  when, 
however,  the  death  rate  was  the  unusually  low  one  of  1 1.7.  The 
deaths  at  all  ages  were  68%  of  the  births,  and  the  mortality  in 
the  first  year  of  life  14*1%,  as  against  the  corresponding 
averages  for  the  entire  combined  district  of  syS%  10*5. 

There  were  nineteen  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic 
diseases,  viz.  : diphtheria  and  membranous  croup,  three; 
measles,  two  ; whooping  cough,  ten  ; diarrhoea  and  dysentery, 
four,  amounting  to  10-9%  of  the  total  mortality,  and  to  a rate 
of  1*7  per  1,000 — or  nearly  double  the  mean  rate  (0-9)  of  the 
year  for  the  combined  district.  Fifteen  of  these  deaths  were  or 
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children  under  five  years  old,  being  nearly  28  % of  those  occurring 
at  this  age  period. 

Consumption  occasioned  seven  deaths  only — or  4%  of  the 
deaths  from  all  causes — the  rate  being  06  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  There  were  twenty-five  deaths  from  pulmonary 
infiammation,  fifteen  of  these  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year.  The  rate  was  2.2  per  1,000,  and  14-4%  of  the  mortality 
of  the  year  resulted  from  them. 

Nearly  the  same  number  (twenty-six),  occurred  amongst 
children  below  five  years  of  age,  from  developmental  wasting 
and  convulsive  diseases,  being  48*1%  of  all  the  deaths  at  this 
age  period  and  at  the  rate  of  2*2  per  1,000.  Six  inquests  were 
held — all  on  deaths  from  violence — in  four  instances  the  result 
of  accidents,  with  one  case  of  suicide,  and  one  where  an  open 
verdict  was  returned. 


HUNGERFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  (approximately)  47,000  acres.  Number  of  Houses,  1891 
(about)  2,100.  Enumerated  population  (1891)  Males  4,841, 
Females  4,788,  total  9,629.  Estimated  “ corrected  ''  population 
at  the  middle  of  1897,  9,55  i. 

With  reference  to  the  proposed  sewerage  of  the  town  of 
Hungerford,  further  difficulties  have  occurred  in  connection 
with  the  site  to  be  chosen  for  the  sewer  outfall,  which  have 
delayed  the  final  settlement  of  the  question  up  to  the  present 
time. 

Inspection  of  various  localities  near  the  river  Kennet  shews 
however,  that  but  little,  if  any,  slop  sewage  now  passes  directly 
into  the  stream,  either  at  Hungerford  or  Kintbury,  though 
doubtless  after  any  considerable  rainfall,  there  is  a liability  to 
some  extent  of  its  reaching  it  indirectly  in  both  places. 

At  Church  Passage,  Hungerford,  an  offensive  nuisance  due 
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to  the  bad  vault  closets  and  faulty  drainage  of  a block  of 
cottages,  has  been  remedied  by  their  being  remodelled.  The 
insanitary  condition  of  one  of  the  slaughter-houses  in  the  town 
has  been  dealt  with,  and  investigation  has  also  been  made  with 
reference  to  a group  of  “ throat  ” cases  and  one  attack  of 
diphtheria  notified  at  Kintbury.  The  milk  supply  had  been 
suspected,  but  on  bacteriological  examination  it  was  found 
satisfactory,  no  insanitary  conditions,  either  of  drainage  or 
water  supply,  could  be  discovered  which  would  account  for 
the  illness,  but  the  locality  itself  is  very  damp  and  liable  to 
heavy  mists. 

Mr.  Pinniger,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  for  the  year, 
reports  1,027  premises  as  having  been  visited,  ordinary  nuisances 
being  found  on  103,  of  which  88  were  abated  by  the  end  of  the 
year. — see  Table  VII.  Five  new  houses  have  been  built  during 
the  year,  and  certificates  given  as  to  proper  supply  of  water. 

Twenty-six  cowsheds,  twenty-four  bakehouses  and  nine 
slaughterhouses  have  been  inspected,  all  but  two  being  found  in 
a satisfactory  state.  The  nuisances  found  on  two  premises — a 
milkshop  and  a slaughterhouse — were  abated. 

Thirteen  premises  were  disinfected  by  the  inspector  after 
infectious  attacks,  being  all  as  to  which  notifications  under  the 
Act  were  received,  viz.:  scarlet  fever,  six;  diphtheria,  two; 
enteric  fever,  one;  erysipelas,  four;  all  being  isolated  and 
mild  attacks,  without  special  interest,  or  any  traceable  con- 
nection with  each  other,  except,  possibly  four  of  the  scar- 
latinal cases  which  occurred  in  different  parts  of  Kintbury 
Parish  during  the  Autumn.  All  ended  in  recovery. 

Of  “ non-notifiable  ” zymotic  diseases,  whooping  cough  pre- 
vailed most  severely,  and  Shalbourne  School  was  closed  for 
several  weeks  on  account  of  the  outbreak  of  the  complaint. 

The  births  registered  in  the  year  were  M.  124,  F.  1 12,  total 
236,  and  the  deaths  amounted  to  150:  (first  quarter,  60  ; 
second  quarter,  41 ; third  quarter,  22;  fourth  quarter,  27),  the 
“corrected  ” number  (after  the  additions  of  seven  persons 
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dying-  in  Reading  Hospital  and  two  in  the  County  Asylum  who 
by  previous  residence  belonged  to  the  district,  and  the  deduction 
of  four  deaths  in  the  Union  House,  of  inmates  received  from 
Ramsbury  District),  being  M.  83,  F.  72,  total  155.  The  births 
were  eleven  fewer  than  in  1896,  while  there  was  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  deaths  of  no  less  than  forty-five — or  nearly 
one-third,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year — the  excess 
being  noticeable  at  all  ages,  but  being  most  marked  in  the 
age  periods  under  five  years  (forty  as  against  twenty-seven), 
and  above  sixty-five  years  (sixty-two  as  against  thirty-eight), 
and  extending  to  nearly  every  classified  disease,  except  the 
zymotic  group,  in  which  no  death  was  recorded,  except  five 
from  whooping  cough  and  one  from  diarrhcBa,  all  being  infants 
or  young  children  under  five  years.  The  percentages  of  deaths 
at  all  ages  to  births  was  657^,  as  compared  with  a mean  rate 
of  53*5  for  the  entire  combined  district,  and  the  infantile 
mortality  (under  one  year)  was  11%  of  the  births. — see 
Table  V.  and  VI. 

The  deaths  in  the  zymotic  class  already  mentioned,  were  at 
the  rate  of  only  o*6  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  amounted 
to  under  4%  of  those  from  all  causes. 

Eleven  deaths  were  due  to  consumption,  being  an  increase  of 
five  on  those  of  1896  and  7’i%  of  the  year’s  entire  mortality. 
The  rate  was  1*2  per  i.ooo.  Pulmonary  inflammations  rose  from 
eleven  in  1896  to  twenty-six  in  the  year  under  review.  Eighteen 
of  these  occurred  in  the  first  four  months,  and  the  rate  was  27 
per  I, OCX).  They  amounted  to  i6-8%  of  the  total  deaths. 

Twenty-four  infants  and  young  children  died  from  develop- 
mental wasting  or  convulsive  diseases,  with  a death  rate  of  2*5, 
and  a percentage  of  15.5%  of  the  mortality  at  all  ages,  and  of 
60%  of  that  occuring  at  the  age  period — under  five  years. 

Nine  inquests  were  held  of  which  three  were  on  deaths  by 
accidents,  two  from  suicide,  and  four  from  natural  causes.” 
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RAMSBURY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Approximate  area  50, OCX)  acres,  containing  at  the  Census  of 
1891  about  1,800  houses,  and  a population  of  Males  3,715, 
Females  3,673,  total  7,388,  estimated  at  6,894  to  the  middle 
of  1897. 

Mr.  Pinniger,  sanitary  inspector,  reports  985  premises  as 
inspected  during  the  year.  Nuisances  were  found  on  103,  and 
eighty-nine  of  them  were  abated  before  its  close. — (See 
Table  VI.)  The  cowhouses,  forty- four  ; slaughter-houses,  six ; 
and  bakehouses,  twenty-two,  were  all  found  to  be  in  satis- 
factory condition,  no  nuisance  being  discovered  on  any  of  them. 
The  inspector  also  reports  that  he  has  given  much  attention  to  the 
prevention  of  fouling  of  the  Kennet  by  slop  sewage,  and  it  is 
believed  that  this  is  now  almost  if  not  indeed  entirely  stopped 
throughout  the  district.  I have  represented  a block  of  three 
cottages  at  Shalbourne  as  over-crowded  and  unfit  for  habitation 
under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act.  The  faulty 
drainage  and  water  supply  of  Savernake  School  has  been  re- 
ported on  (but  not  remedied  as  yet),  and  eighteen  insanitary  or 
over-crowded  cottages  have  been  dealt  with. 

The  amount  of  zymotic  disease  notified  during  1897  has  been 
small,  and  out  of  the  thirty  notifications  received,  seventeen 
related  to  erysipelas,  mostly  mild  attacks,  at  Bedwyn  and 
Ramsbury,  The  remaining  thirteen  were — scarlet  fever, 
two ; diphtheria,  three ; enteric  fever,  three,  and  continued 
fever,  five. 

One  of  the  attacks  of  enteric  fever  was  an  imported  case 
from  a school  at  Clifton,  near  Bristol,  and  one  proved  fatal, 
this  being  the  only  death  amongst  the  cases  notified  during  the 
year,  although  there  were  two  deaths  from  diphtheria  at 
Axford  of  young  children  whose  attacks  were  reported  at  the 
close  of  1896,  and  are  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report. 

The  registered  births  amounted  to  M.  103,  F.  98,  total,  201, 
and  the  deaths  to  107  (viz.,  first  quarter,  29;  second  quarter, 
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34;  third  quarter,  26;  fourth  quarter,  18),  to  which  four  deaths 
have  to  be  added  of  inmates  of  the  Union  House  belonging  to 
the  district,  making  the  corrected  number  iii,  or  55*2  7o  of 
the  births. 

The  birth  rate  was  29*2,  and  the  death  rate  i6‘i  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  population.  The  births  were  somewhat  in 
excess  (nine)  of  those  in  1896,  while  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  deaths  amounted  to  twenty-nine,  distributed  over  all  age 
groups.  The  infantile  mortality  was  9 % of  the  births.  There 
were  seven  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases,  viz., 
those  already  referred  to,  with  four  from  diarrhoea,  the  rate 
being  ro  per  1,000. 

Four  deaths  only  were  recorded  from  consumption,  with  a 
rate  of  0'6.  Pulmonary  inflammations  accounted  for  ten,  the 
rate  being  1-5,  and  six  were  certified  as  due  to  influenza,  with  a 
rate  of  0 9. 

Seventeen  deaths,  or  over  15  ^ of  the  entire  mortality  of  the 
year  occurred  amongst  children  under  five  years  of  age  from 
wasting  and  convulsive  diseases,  being  63*0  ^ of  all  occurring 
at  this  age  period,  and  there  were  forty-six  deaths  (or  41*5  ^ 
of  the  whole  number)  of  persons  above  sixty-five. 

Of  the  ten  inquests  held,  seven  were  on  deaths  from  natural 
causes,  two  from  accident,  and  one  was  on  a case  of  man- 
slaughter. 


ABINGDON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  40,869  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  approximately, 
2,000.  Population  (1891)  Males  4,792,  Females  4,487,  total  9,279. 
Estimated  “corrected*'  population  at  middle  of  1897 — 9,255. 

The  matter  of  the  formation  of  a joint  hospital  district  for  the 
three  sanitary  districts  included  in  the  Abingdon  Union,  which 
was  referred  to  in  the  report  for  1896,  has  now  been  fully  con- 
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sidered  by  the  Councils  concerned  and  a provisional  agreement 
arrived  at  between  the  Abingdon  Rural  and  Urban  Authorities, 
in  which,  however,  the  Culham  Council  have  not  joined  (as  they 
have  already  provided  a small  cottage  hospital  for  this  purpose 
at  Clifton  Hampden),  and  towards  the  close  of  the  year  an 
enquiry  was  held  by  Arnold  Royle,  Esq.,  C.B.,  one  of  the 
Medical  Inspectors  of  the  Local  Government  Board  with 
reference  to  their  sanction  of  the  proposal. 

The  question  of  the  water  supply  of  the  village  of  Milton, 
has  also  been  fully  gone  into,  and  twelve  samples  of  the  well- 
waters  have  been  examined,  with  uniformly  unsatisfactory 
results.  Orders  were  made  by  the  Council  for  the  closing  of 
the  most  polluted  wells,  and  in  the  end,  proceedings  were  taken 
before  the  Justices  in  two  of  the  worst  cases.  No  defence  was 
offered  in  one ; in  the  other  the  proceedings  were  adjourned  at 
the  defendant’s  request  till  the  next  meeting  of  the  Bench,  to 
enable  him  to  have  an  independent  analysis  made,  after  which, 
however,  he  consented  to  the  closing  order,  as  the  water  was 
condemned  by  the  second  analysis  also.  In  consequence  of  the 
generally  unfavourable  results  of  the  examinations  which  have 
been  made  of  the  village  wells,  the  Council  have  decided  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  for  obtaining  a new  and  reliable  public 
supply. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Warren,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  work 
done  during  the  year — see  Table  VII — reports  164  premises  as 
inspected,  85  of  them  in  detail,  and  102  out  of  the  115  nuisances 
discovered  were  abated  before  its  close,  twenty  of  these  related 
to  the  fouling  of  ditches  and  watercourses  at  Marcham,  Radley, 
Appleton,  Steventon,  &c.,  and  complaints  having  been  received 
from  the  Thames  Conservancy  with  reference  to  the  last  named 
two  places,  notices  were  served  upon  all  the  occupiers  of 
premises  in  these  villages,  and  the  drains  complained  of  were 
cut  off.  At  Marcham  the  drains  entering  the  open  ditches  have 
been  diverted,  but  at  Radley,  where  the  overflow  drainage 
from  a dairy  farm,  and  the  college  drainage  passed  by  separate 


outfall  drains  into  the  ditches,  no  effectual  steps  have  as  yet  beeti 
taken  to  remedy  the  nuisance  thus  occasioned.  At  Steventon, 
the  reservoir  of  the  water  supply  has  been  thoroughly  cleaned 
out,  and  the  water  supply  still  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  At 
South  Hinksey,  a cottage  reported  by  me  as  unfit  for  habitation 
has  been  closed  and  pulled  down. 

Thirty-seven  notifications  of  infectious  complaints  were 
received  during  the  year,  viz.  : scarlet  fever,  thirty ; one 
imported  case  of  enteric  fever;  two  each  of  diphtheria,  puerperal 
fever  and  erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. — At  the  end  of  January  four  cases  occurred 
successively  at  a cottage  at  Wootton,  but  it  did  not  spread 
beyond  the  one  house.  Late  in  March  an  attack  was  notified 
in  a house  at  Drayton,  the  premises  were  clean  and  the  people 
in  some  respects  careful,  but  there  was  much  difficulty  in  getting 
them  to  continue  the  necessary  precautions  for  a sufficient  time, 
and  the  child  infected  a neighbour’s  son  early  in  May,  by  talking 
to  him  over  the  low  garden  wall,  while,  in  its  own  house 
successive  attacks  occurred  up  to  August,  from  the  failure  to 
keep  the  patients  sufficiently  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  family 
until  infectiousness  had  entirely  ceased.  In  all,  five  families 
were  attacked  in  this  village,  seven  cases  being  notified  up  to 
October  3rd,  and  from  it  the  complaint  spread  to  Sutton  Wick 
and  Steventon,  where  it  was  first  notified  on  August  loth.  On 
visiting  the  school  I found  some  of  the  children  had  been  coming 
to  it  while  peeling  after  mild  attacks.  Proper  isolation  was 
impossible  in  several  of  the  cottages  here,  and  twelve  attacks 
occurred  in  nine  families,  the  last  being  notified  at  the  end  of 
December.  In  a considerable  proportion  of  these  cases  the 
infection  was  undoubtedly  communicated  towards  the  end  of 
the  period  of  infectiousness,  and  when  the  parents  had  become 
remiss  and  lax  in  observing  the  requisite  precautions.  None  of 
the  attacks,  however,  proved  fatal. 

Diphtheria  was  twice  notified,  and  both  attacks  ended  fatally. 
The  first  case  was  that  of  a boy  living  in  a house  where  the 
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sanitary  arrangements  were  exceedingly  good,  and  no  chance 
of  exposure  to  possible  infection  could  be  made  out,  except  that 
he  had  been  to  a performance  at  a travelling  circus  a few 
evenings  before  he  fell  ill.  The  other  attack  was  that  of  a 
young  child  living  in  a small  and  rather  insanitary  cottage  at 
Steventon,  whose  illness  was,  however,  attributed  to  the  smell 
from  the  cleaning  of  an  adjoining  ditch.  A third  death  which 
appears  in  the  year’s  return  from  this  disease,  occurred  at  the 
close  of  1896,  but  was  not  registered  till  January,  1897. 

The  births  registered  in  the  year  were  M.  125,  F.  113,  total 
238,  and  the  deaths  106,  viz. ; first  quarter,  35  ; second  quarter, 
30;  third  quarter,  21  ; fourth  quarter,  20;  to  which  eight  have 
to  be  added  of  inmates  of  the  Union  House  belonging  to  the 
district,  and  one  each  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  Abingdon,  and 
in  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum.  The  ‘‘corrected”  number  is 
therefore  M.  68,  F.  48,  total  1 16,  and  the  rates  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  are:  births  257,  deaths  12*5,  the  deaths 
being  only  48796  of  the  registered  births,  and  the  percentage 
of  infantile  deaths  to  births  8*8^ — see  Table  V.  These  rates 
are  nearly  the  same  as  those  of  la.st  year,  and  are  of  a satis- 
factory character  in  all  respects. 

Five  deaths  resulted  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz:  the  three 
already  referred  to  from  diphtheria,  with  one  each  from 
whooping  cough  and  diarrhoea,  amounting  to  but  4*3  % of  those 
from  all  causes,  and  a rate  of 0*5  per  1,000  living. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  thirteen  persons,  as  were  pulmonary 
inflammations  to  sixteen,  being  11*2^  and  13*8^  of  the  total 
deaths,  and  at  the  rates  of  1*4  and  17  per  1,000  respectively. 

The  deaths  from  wasting  and  convulsive  and  developmental 
diseases  of  children  under  five  years  of  age,  were  the  same 
number  as  those  from  lung  inflammations,  and  they  account  for 
57^  of  those  occurring  at  this  period. 

Seven  inquests  were  held,  one  being  on  a death  from 
alcoholism,  and  four  from  accident  or  violence,  one  being 
suicidal.  The  others  were  from  natural  causes. 
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CULHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  13,689  acres.  (About)  830  inhabited  houses,  and  a popu- 
lation of,  Males  1,365,  Females  1,327,  total  2,692  in  1891  — 
estimated  at  2,624  to  the  middle  of  1897. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Tompkins,  sanitary  inspector,  leports  seventy- 
three  premises  visited  during  the  year,  on  twenty-eight  of 
which  ordinary  nuisances  were  found,  all  of  which  were 
abated. — see  Table  VII.  The  cowsheds  (twelve),  piggeries 
(fourteen),  bakehouses  (six),  and  canal-boats  (nine),  were  also 
inspected,  eight  cowsheds  being  placed  on  the  register,  and 
nuisances  abated  on  these,  as  also  on  three  piggeries. 

Only  two  attacks  of  notifiable  zymotic  disease  were  reported 
during  the  year,  one  being  a case  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  family 
of  the  master  of  one  of  the  elementary  schools.  The  patient 
was  removed  to  the  Cottage  Isolation  Hospital  at  Clifton 
Hampden,  and  there  was  no  further  spread  of  the  complaint. 
The  other  case  was  one  of  erysipelas.  Two  of  the  elementary 
schools,  however,  had  to  be  temporarily  closed  on  account  of 
outbreaks  of  whooping-cough  and  mumps  respectively,  among 
the  children  attending  them. 

The  births  registered  in  the  year  were  M.  29,  F.  38,  total  67, 
and  the  deaths,  37,  to  which  two  of  previous  residents  in  the 
district  must  be  added,  who  died  respectively  in  Abingdon 
Cottage  Hospital  and  in  the  Union  House,  making  the 
“corrected”  number,  M.  21,  F.  18,  total  39,  which  is  equal  to 
58-2  fo  of  the  births,  the  rates  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  being:  births,  25*5;  Ideaths,  14*9,  the  birth  rate 
being  1-3  below,  and  the  death  rate  the  same  as  that  of  1896. — 
see  Table  V.  The  percentage  of  infantile  deaths  (5)  was 
low,  being  only  7-5  % of  the  births. 

The  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  were  limited 
to  those  of  two  infants  from  whooping-cough,  while  five  were 
due  to  consumption,  and  the  same  number  to  pulmonary  inflam- 
mations, with  six  from  wasting  or  convulsive  developmental 


complaints  amongst  children  under  five  years  of  age,  the  re- 
spective rates  per  i,ooo  living  being:  zymotic,  o8;  con- 
sumption and  lung  inflammations,  1*9  each,  and  children’s 
developmental  diseases,  2*3. — see  Table  VI. 

Only  one  inquest  was  held,  on  a death  from  accidental 
drowning. 


ABINGDON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  750  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  1,387.  Enumerated 
population  Males  3,044,  Females  3,513,  total  6,557.  Estimated 
to  the  middle  of  1897  at  6,345. 

The  most  important  sanitary  work  carried  out  in  this  district 
during  the  past  year,  has  been  the  setting  on  foot  of  a systematic 
house  to  house  inspection  in  full  detail,  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestion  made  by  me  to  the  Council  in  1896.  One  hundred 
and  nine  houses  had  been  thus  reported  on  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  extension  of  the  municipal  waterworks  has  also  been  carried 
out,  587  feet  of  new  adits  having  been  driven  in  connection  with 
the  work,  and  I trust  that  the  addition  to  the  water  supply  of 
the  town  thus  obtained,  may  be  utilised  for  the  replacement  of 
the  unreliable  shallow  pump  wells  which  are  so  common  in  it,  by 
services  laid  on  from  the  mains  for  drinking  and  general 
domestic  use,  as  well  as  for  flushing  purposes  for  which  alone 
it  is  at  present  taken  by  so  many  persons  residing  in  the  district. 

In  the  report  for  the  rural  district  I have  already  referred  to 
the  agreement  arrived  at  by  the  Rural  and  Urban  Authorities 
on  the  very  important  matter  of  the  formation  of  a joint  hospital 
district.  At  the  Local  Government  Board  Enquiry,  which  was 
held  at  the  Town  Hall,  in  November,  it  was  shewn  that  during 
the  preceding  five  years  (1893-7  inclusive),  there  had  been 
received  from  the  area  to  be  included  in  the  hospital  district, 
two  hundred  and  fourteen  notifications  of  infectious  attacks 
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under  the  Act,  of  which  one  hundred  and  seventy  six  were  cases 
of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  or  enteric  fever,  giving*  a yearly 
average  of  twenty-six  attacks  of  scarlet  fever,  with  a mortality 
of  8%,  five  attacks  of  diphtheria,  with  a mortality  of  33%,  and 
four  of  enteric  fever,  with  a mortality  of  10%,  out  of  a total 
annual  number  of  forty-three  notifications  received.  The 
greater  part  of  these  cases  would  have  been  advantageously 
treated  in  an  hospital — proper  isolation  being  almost  impractic- 
able in  the  majority  of  cases  in  their  own  houses — and  I hope 
that  at  an  early  date  both  a properly  equipped  hospital  and  an 
efficient  disinfecting  apparatus  may  be  provided  for  the  benefit 
of  both  the  districts  concerned. 

Mr.  Geo.  Winship,  sanitary  inspector,  reports  181  premises 
as  inspected  during  the  year,  of  which  123  were  examined  in 
detail.  Nuisances  were  discovered  in  ten  only,  all  of  which 
have  been  abated— see  Table  VII.  The  bakehouses  sixteen; 
slaughterhouses  five  ; and  milkshops  five,  were  also  visited  and 
found  in  good  order  in  all  cases,  and  the  keeping  of  pigs  is  now 
prohibited  within  the  Borough  limits.  One  common  lodging 
house  and  fourteen  canal  boats  were  inspected.  No  nuisance 
being  found  on  any  of  them. 

Sixteen  notifications  of  infectious  illness  were  received  during 
the  year,  viz. : scarlet  fever,  seven ; diphtheria,  five ; enteric 
fever,  one  ; erysipelas,  three. 

The  scarlet  fever  cases  were  spread  over  the  six  months — 
April  to  September — five  families  being  attacked;  there  was 
not  any  traceable  connection  between  them,  and  all  recovered. 
In  one  case  the  disease  was  probably  contracted  outside  the 
district,  in  two  others  the  premises  were  not  in  good  sanitary 
condition. 

Three  of  the  attacks  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  one  family,  the 
first  case  proving  fatal  before  a medical  man  was  called  in,  as 
the  child  was  supposed  only  to  have  mumps.  An  inquest  was 
held,  and  it  was  found  that  diphtheria  was  the  cause  of  death, 
and  that  two  other  children  in  the  family  were  also  suffering 
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from  the  complaint.  As  a hairdressing  business  was  carried  on 
at  the  house,  and  there  were  other  special  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  case,  the  shop  was  temporarily  closed,  and  a 
nurse  placed  in  charge  of  the  patients,  who  did  well,  and  there 
was  not  any  further  spread  of  the  infection. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  70,  F.  91,  total 
16 1,  the  deaths  amounting  to  92  (first  quarter,  31;  second 
quarter,  20;  third  quarter,  19;  fourth  quarter,  22),  from  which 
nine  in  the  Union  House  and  two  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  have 
to  be  deducted,  as  being  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district, 
while  three  deaths  in  the  County  Asylum  and  in  Reading 
Hospital,  of  previous  residents,  have  to  be  added,  making  the 
corrected  number  M,  35,  F.  49,  total  84.  On  an  estimated 
population  of  6,345,  the  birth  rate  is  25*4,  and  the  “corrected  ” 
death  rate  13*2  per  1,000  living,  the  deaths  at  all  ages  being 
52’2^,and  those  of  infants  under  one  year,  106^  of  the  births. 

The  birth  rate  is  the  same  as,  and  the  death  rate  a fraction 
below  the  corresponding  rates  of  the  preceding  year,  being 
also  nearly  identical  with  the  mean  rates  for  1897  of  the 
Combined  District. — see  Table  V. 

The  deaths  from  the  chief  zymotic  complaints  were  seven  in 
number,  of  which  five  resulted  from  diarrhoea  in  January  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  others  being,  one  from  measles 
and  that  from  Diphtheria  already  referred  to,  amounting  to 
8’3  % of  those  from  all  causes,  and  at  the  rate  of  ri  per  1,000. 
— see  Tables  IV  and  VI. 

The  comparatively  large  number  of  twelve  deaths  resulted 
from  consumption,  accounting  for  14  3 % of  the  entire  mortality 
and  a death  rate  of  1-9.  Nearly  the  same  number  (eleven) 
were  due  to  pulmonary  inflammations,  and  twelve  children 
under  five  years  of  age  died  from  wasting  or  convulsive  de- 
velopmental diseases,  the  rate  being  the  same  or  nearly  so  as 
for  consumption. 

One  inquest  only  was  held  during  the  year,  on  a death  from 
natural  causes. 
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WALLINGFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT, 

Area  23,759  acres.  Number  of  houses  (1891)  about  1,270,  and 
population,  M.  3,300,  F.  3,267,  total  6,567,  Estimated,  after 
exclusion  of  inmates  of  the  County  Asylum,  at  6,254  lo  the 
middle  of  1897. 

The  most  important  sanitary  work  of  the  year  in  this  district 
has  been  the  commencement  of  the  new  sewerage  for  North 
Hagbourne  and  the  adjoining  portion  of  Didcot  in  accordance 
with  the  plans  prepared  by  Mr.  Baldwin  Lathom,  C.E.,  Mr. 
Hill,  of  Maidenhead,  being  the  contractor  for  the  works,  which, 
when  completed,  will  effect  a greatly-needed  improvement  in 
the  place,  especially  if  it  is  accompanied  with  an  equally- 
necessary  levelling  up  of  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  not  a 
few  of  the  cottages  of  which  the  village  so  largely  consists, 
some  of  which  have  been  reported  on  and  dealt  with  during 
the  year. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  has 
also  been  under  the  careful  consideration  of  the  Council,  and 
an  agreement  has  been  entered  into  with  the  Town  Council  of 
the  Borough  of  Wallingford  for  the  erection  of  an  hospital  for 
the  joint  use  of  the  two  Authorities,  but  the  arrangements 
are  not  yet  finally  settled. 

Mr.  Richard  Lay,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  report  for  the 
year,  returns  480  premises  as  inspected,  and  nuisances  found 
to  exist  on  130,  of  which  122  were  abated  by  its  close. — see 
Table  VII.  The  cowsheds  and  milkshops — seventy-seven,  have 
been  inspected  and  thirty  placed  on  the  register,  nuisances 
having  been  found  and  remedied  in  nine  instances.  Thirty-four 
piggeries  were  visited  and  twenty-four  of  them  improved.  The 
slaughter-houses  (three),  and  bakehouses  (nine),  have  also  been 
inspected,  and  were  found  to  be  well  kept  and  free  from 
nuisance. 

Two  cottages  at  Mackney — condemned  as  unfit  for  habi- 
tation— have  been  put  into  a proper  state  of  repair,  one  of  them 
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being  almost  pulled  down  and  rebuilt,  and  in  twenty-three 
other  cases,  new  closets,  drains,  or  general  repairs  have  been 
carried  out  in  different  villages  in  the  district,  viz. : Cholsey, 
twelve;  Marsh,  ten;  New  Town,  one. 

The  amount  of  zymotic  disease  notified  during  1897  has  been 
very  small,  viz. : scarlet  fever,  six  ; diphtheria,  one ; enteric 
fever,  five  ; erysipelas,  three. 

Scarlet  Fever. — All  but  one  of  the  attacks  occurred  early  in 
the  year  in  two  cottages  at  Cholsey.  Arrangements  were  made 
for  the  treatment  of  all  the  patients  in  one  cottage,  which,  in 
fact,  was  utilised  as  a temporary  hospital,  and  there  was  no 
further  spread  of  the  complaint. 

Enteric  Fever. — Three  of  the  persons  whose  attacks  were 
notified  were  inmates  of  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum.  The 
cases  occurred  in  the  early  spring  and  their  origin  could  not  be 
accounted  for,  as  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  place  had 
just  been  reconstructed  on  the  most  approved  modern  lines, 
under  the  supervision  of  a leading  sanitary  expert.  At  about 
the  same  time  there  was  a rapidly  fatal  and  isolated  case  at  a 
fairly  well  sanitated  inn  in  Long  Wittenham.  Here  also  no 
clue  to  the  cause  of  the  illness  was  obtainable,  the  patient 
dying  almost  before  the  notification  was  received.  The  last  case 
occurred  in  the  autumn,  in  the  family  of  an  asylum  attendant, 
whose  house  was  in  a row  of  cottages  a short  distance  from  it. 
The  drainage  arrangements  were  found  to  be  very  faulty,  and 
they  had  to  be  entirely  altered. 

Of  non-notifiable  diseases,  measles  was  the  most  prevalent  in 
several  places,  and,  although  no  deaths  were  caused  by  it, 
some  of  the  schools  had  to  be  temporarily  closed. 

The  births  registered  in  the  year  were  M.  105,  F.  78,  total 
183,  and  the  deaths,  including  forty-six  of  persons  not  belonging 
to  the  district,  which  occurred  in  the  County  Asylum,  amounted 
to  1 12  (viz. : first  quarter,  34 ; second  quarter,  28  ; third  quarter, 
19;  fourth  quarter,  31);  deducting  these,  and  adding  four  of 
inmates  dying  in  the  Union  House,  who  had  been  received  from 
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it,  the  corrected  number  is  M.  37,  F.  33,  total  70,  being-  only 
38-3  0/0  of  the  births,  which  were  at  the  rate  of  29-2.  The  death 
rate  was  the  very  low  one  of  i r2  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
and  the  percentage  of  infantile  deaths  (under  one  year)  to 
births,  6%.  All  these  are  of  a most  satisfactory  character,  and 
compare  favourably  with  the  corresponding*  mean  rates  for  the 
year  of  the  entire  combined  district. — See  Table  V. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  were  limited  to  the  one  from 
enteric  fever  already  mentioned,  with  one  from  diarrhoea,  being 
under  3 ^ of  those  from  all  causes,  and  at  the  rate  of  0*3 
per  1,000. 

Five  deaths  were  due  to  consumption,  giving  a percentage  of 
7-1%  of  total  mortality,  and  a rate  of  0*8,  while  there  were 
twelve  from  pulmonary  inflammations,  and  seven  of  children 
below  five  years  of  age  from  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases, 
the  death  rate  being  respectively  1*9  and  i*i  per  1,000,  and  the 
percentages  of  deaths  from  all  causes  171%  and  io-o%. 

Of  the  five  deaths  (other  than  those  in  the  Asylum),  on  which 
inquests  were  held,  three  were  from  burns  or  accident,  and  the 
others  from  natural  causes. 


CROWMARSH  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  18,558  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  about  1,205. 
Enumerated  population  (1891)  Males  2,587,  Females  2,563, 
total  5,150,  corrected  estimate  to  the  middle  of  1897,  5,039. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  an  isolation  hospital  for  the 
district  has  this  year,  as  in  1896,  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
district  council,  and  I have  reported  fully  on  two  sites  proposed 
for  the  same,  to  one  of  which  there  were  some  objections,  while 
the  other  would  have  been  in  all  respects  exceedingly  well 
suited  for  the  purpose.  On  fuller  consideration,  however,  the 
council  have  been  impressed  with  the  advantage  of  uniting  all 
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the  three  sanitary  authorities  included  in  the  Wallingford 
Union,  into  a joint  district  for  isolation  hospital  purposes,  and 
it  is  probable  that  this  proposal  will  be  approved  by  them  all. 

The  sanitary  inspector’s  return  of  work  done  during  the  year 
is  given  in  Table  VII.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  premises 
were  inspected,  viz. : 203  by  Mr.  Tubb,  who  held  office  till 
October  21st,  when  he  resigned  on  being  appointed  to 
another  position  under  the  guardians,  and  seventy-six  by  his 
successor,  Mr.  R.  W.  Fox,  during  the  months  of  November  and 
December.  Nuisances  were  found  on  10 1,  most  of  which  were 
abated  before  the  year  ended.  The  cow  houses,  seventy-nine, 
piggeries,  twenty-three,  and  slaughter  houses,  eight,  were 
visited,  and  nuisances  were  dealt  with  on  twenty-three  of  them. 
I have  reported  on  a block  of  cottages  at  Berrick  Prior  as  unfit 
for  habitation,  and  three  have  been  closed.  Reports  have  also 
been  laid  before  the  council  with  reference  to  bad  cottages  at 
Benson,  Roak,  and  drainage  of  cottages  at  Crowmarsh,  Dor- 
chester, &c.,  all  of  which  have  been  remedied. 

In  this,  as  in  the  Wallingford  Rural  District,  there  have  been 
but  very  few  cases  of  zymotic  disease  notified,  but  they  included 
one  attack  of  undoubted  typhus  (though  not  of  a severe 
character) ; enteric  fever,  four ; erysipelas,  nine. 

The  typhus  case,  which  I had  the  advantage  of  seeing  in  con- 
sultation with  the  medical  man  attending  the  patient,  was  a 
fairly  typical  attack,  occurring  in  a young  man  (a  carrier)  living 
in  an  old,  but  roomy,  house  in  which  there  were  not  any  special 
insanitary  conditions.  Except  in  so  far  as  his  business  might 
have  unwittingly  brought  him  into  contact  with  infection,  no 
exposure  to  it  could  be  traced.  Every  possible  precaution  was 
taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  there  was  no 
other  case. 

The  attacks  of  enteric  fever  occurred — one  in  June — at  South 
Stoke,  and  the  others  towards  the  end  of  the  year  at  Woodcote 
and  Benson.  In  connection  with  the  first,  six  samples  of  the 
village  water  supply  were  submitted  to  analysis,  of  which  only 
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two  proved  to  be  of  g-ood  quality — one  of  these  was  from  a 
pump  well  at  a general  shop  in  the  village  street,  and  the  other 
from  a tube  well  at  a private  residence.  All  the  remainder 
were  much  polluted,  and  two  of  them  were  extremely  foul,  and 
it  seems  that  this  young  man  had  drank  some  of  the  water  from 
one  of  the  worst  wells,  which  was  not  intended  for  ordinary 
drinking  purposes,  but  had  been  pumped  to  supply  some  sheep. 
In  the  other  cases  there  was  no  clue  to  the  origin  of  the  attacks, 
one  of  which  (and  that  the  only  fatal  one),  occurred  to  an 
elderly  lady  living  in  a large  and  healthy  residence,  whose 
illness  began  during  her  absence  from  home.  Two  other 
water  samples,  both  bad,  were  examined  from  premises  which 
were  being  inspected  in  connection  with  attacks  of  erysipelas 
occurring  in  them.  All  of  these  were  condemned  and  the 
closing  of  the  respective  wells  advised. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  M.  62,  F.  58, 
total  120,  and  the  deaths  70,  which  are  increased  by  the  addition 
of  five  in  the  Union  House  and  one  in  Wallingford  Cottage 
Hospital,  of  previous  residents,  to  M.  38,  F.  38,  total  76.  The 
birth  rate  was  23-8  and  the  death  rate  15*1  per  1,000  on  the 
estimated  population  of  5,039.  The  deaths  amounted  to  the 
high  percentage  of  63*3  % of  the  births.  This  is  accounted  for 
by  the  excess  in  the  mortality  from  consumption  and  pulmonary 
inflammations,  each  of  which  occasioned  eleven  deaths  (with  a 
death  rate  of  2*2  per  1,000)  there  being  also  twelve  amongst 
children  under  five  years  of  age  from  developmental  wasting 
and  convulsive  diseases.  Per  contra,  the  only  death  from  any 
zymotic  disease,  was  the  one  already  mentioned  as  resulting 
from  enteric  fever. — see  Tables  V.  and  VII. 

Only  two  inquests  were  held — one  on  a death  from  accident, 
and  one  from  natural  causes. 


D 


36 


WALLINGFORD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  380  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  605,  and  enumerated 
population  (1891)  M.  1,472,  F.  1,517,  total  2,989,  estimated 
after  deduction  of  inmates  of  the  Union  House  received  from 
the  rural  district  at  2,975  to  the  middle  of  1897. 

In  consequence  of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  sewage 
farm,  an  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  authorise  a loan  of  £2,000  for  the  purpose  of  improvement  of 
the  same,  and  with  a view  to  the  adoption  of  the  system  recently 
introduced  at  Exeter.  An  enquiry  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall, 
by  Colonel  W.  S.  Cole,  R.E.,  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Board, 
but  the  scheme  failed  to  obtain  their  sanction.  Subsequently, 
however,  the  town  council  have  taken  the  management  of  the 
farm  into  their  own  hands,  and  it  is  now  much  improved,  no 
complaints  having  been  since  made  with  reference  to  it. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Johns,  sanitary  inspector,  reports  246  premises  as 
having  been  inspected  during  the  year — see  Table  VII — twenty- 
four  nuisances  were  found  and  abated,  half  of  these  related  to 
water  closets  which  had  got  out  of  order,  but  as  all  the  closets 
in  the  town  are  provided  with  excellent  flushing  arrangements, 
and  the  municipal  water  service  is  also  universal  in  it,  the  cases 
of  nuisance  were  few  and  easily  remedied.  The  milkshops, 
bakehouses,  slaughterhouses,  and  piggeries  were  inspected,  and 
two  nuisances  were  dealt  with  as  regards  the  latter. 

Only  one  attack  each  of  diphtheria,  of  enteric  fever,  and  of 
puerperal  fever  was  notified  throughout  the  year,  with  three  of 
erysipelas,  and  there  was  not  a single  death  frorji  any  one  of  the 
chief  zymotic  diseases — though  one  adult,  who  belonged  to 
Crowmarsh,  died  from  erysipelas  in  the  cottage  hospital. 

The  births  registered  in  the  twelve  months  were  M.  38,  F.  27, 
total  65,  and  the  deaths  47  (viz  : first  quarter,  13;  second 
quarter,  12;  third  quarter,  12;  fourth  quarter,  10),  from  which 
eleven  in  the  Union  House  and  one  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  have 
to  be  deducted,  as  being  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district. 
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Including,  however,  two  deaths  in  Reading  Hospital,  of  patients 
who  were  received  from  it,  the  corrected  number  isM.  21,  F.  16, 
total  37,  The  birth  rate  amounted  to  21*9  and  the  death  rate 
to  12*4  per  1,000  living,  the  percentage  of  deaths  at  all  ages  to 
births  being  56*9^,  and  of  the  deaths  under  one  year  77%. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  consumption,  eight  from 
pulmonary  inflammations,  and  four  from  the  wasting  and  con- 
vulsive diseases  of  children  under  five  years  old,  with  the 
respective  rates  of  10,  27  and  1*3  per  1,000. — See  Tables  IV. 
to  VI. 

Two  inquests  were  held — one  on  a death  by  accident,  the 
other  being  from  natural  causes. 


BRADFIELD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  55,215  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  about  3,040,  and 
approximate  enumerated  population  M.  7,736,  F.  7,447,  total 
15,183,  estimated  to  amount  to  15,857  at  the  middle  of  1897. 

As  regards  the  provision  of  isolation  hospital  accommodation 
for  this  district,  little  progress  has  been  made  in  1897 ; and  the 
only  sanitary  improvement  of  a “general”  kind  carried  out  in 
it  during  the  past  year,  has  been  the  construction  of  a large 
water  tank  at  Beech  Hill,  capable  of  holding  1 7,000  gallons — 
given  by  a gentlemen  residing  there  as  a memorial  of  the 
Jubilee  celebration  of  Her  Majesty’s  reign— for  the  supply  of 
good  spring  water  to  the  greater  part  of  the  hamlet.  At  King’s 
Hill,  Burghfield,  the  condition  of  a group  of  cottages  which 
have  no  other  water  supply  than  what  can  be  fetched  from  a 
watercourse  in  the  vicinity,  has  been  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Authority,  as  the  supply  runs  very  short,  or  indeed  almost 
fails  in  the  summer  and  in  dry  seasons;  different  suggestions 
have  been  put  forward  as  to  the  best  practicable  way  of  meeting 
the  difficulty — as  ordinary  well  sinking  is  useless,  the  cottages 
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being-  on  the  London  clay — but  the  matter  is  at  present  not 
altogether  ripe  for  settlement. 

Mr.  T.  Windle,  sanitary  inspector,  reports  510  premises  as 
inspected  in  1897,  nuisances  being  found  on  49,  of  which  thirty- 
five  had  been  abated  at  its  close — see  Table  VII.  Twenty-one 
of  these  related  to  foul,  decayed  or  overcrowded  houses,  five 
of  them  being  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation,  of  which  four  were 
pulled  down  by  their  owners.  At  Tilehurst,  a supply  from  the 
mains  of  the  water  company  is  being  laid  on  to  some  of  the 
cottages  (nine),  where  it  is  most  needed. 

Notifications  of  fifty-four  infectious  attacks  (being  less  than 
half  the  number — 118 — in  the  year  1896)  were  received 
under  the  Act,  viz.:  scarlet  fever,  thirty-six;  diphtheria,  five ; 
enteric  fever,  nine ; puerperal  fever,  one ; erysipelas,  three. 

Scarlet  Fever. — These  cases  (of  which  two  had  a fatal  ter- 
mination), occurred  in  twenty-four  families,  and  were  spread  over 
the  greater  part  of  the  year,  and  all  over  the  district.  The  first 
group  of  four  attacks  was  in  a family  living  in  Sulhampstead, 
no  history  of  exposure  to  infection  was  obtainable.  Late  in 
March  it  broke  out  in  Mortimer,  and  there  were  eleven  attacks 
in  nine  families  up  to  the  third  week  of  July,  when  it  disappeared. 
In  August,  two  cases  occurred  at  Ashampstead  School,  to  which 
place  a number  of  boys  from  an  orphanage  near  Lewisham, 
had  been  sent  for  a country  change,  and  it  appeared  that  scarlet 
fever  had  been  present  in  the  orphanage  prior  to  the  boys  being 
sent  down,  but  it  was  asserted  that  those  who  came  were  free 
from  infection,  and  there  is  some  reason  to  think  that  the  two 
lads  who  actually  had  the  complaint  at  Ashampstead,  might 
possibly  have  taken  it  at  a neighbouring  villlage  outside  the  Brad- 
field  district,  to  which  they  had  occasion  to  go  daily,  and  where 
there  are  said  to  have  been  cases  of  the  complaint,  but  this 
could  not  be  cleared  up,  and  the  fact  remains  that  prompt  and 
effective  precautions  being  taken,  there  was  no  further  spread 
of  infection  beyond  the  boys  first  attacked.  In  August,  a small 
group  of  cases  occurred  at  Marlstone,  which  could  not  be 
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accounted  for,  but  they  were  immediately  isolated  and  treated 
in  a temporary  tent  hospital,  put  up  by  the  gentleman  on  whose 
property  they  occurred.  There  were  also  a couple  of  cases 
at  Bucklebury,  near  Coldash,  in  the  Newbury  District  and 
probably  connected  with  the  outbreak  there. 

Diphtheria. — Two  of  the  five  attacks  of  this  complaint  were 
reported  in  families  in  which  another  of  the  children  was  at  the 
same  time  notified  as  having  scarlet  fever,  and  one  of  them 
proved  fatal.  A third  case  notified  in  February,  was  that  of  a 
child  five  years  old,  living  in  an  insanitary  house  at  Pangbourne, 
belonging  to  the  railway  company,  who  have  agreed  to  execute 
the  necessary  works,  but  they  have  not  as  yet  been  put  in  hand. 
The  antitoxine  treatment  was  carried  out  with  complete  and 
rapid  success  in  this  case.  No  known  exposure  to  infection 
could  be  traced  in  either  of  the  foregoing.  The  other  two 
children  who  were  attacked  in  October,  also  lived  in  a cottage 
at  Pangbourne,  but  the  first  to  fall  ill  (and  her  attack  was  a fatal 
one),  was  in  Reading  for  two  days  just  before  her  illness  began, 
where  she  complained  of  the  smell  from  the  sewer  gratings,  and 
was  also  staying  in  a house  where  another  child  (who  did  not 
have  any  medical  attendance),  was  suffering  with  what  was 
supposed  to  be  influenza  and  sore  throat.'’ 

Enteric  Fever. — Six  of  the  nine  notified  cases  of  this  complaint 
occurred  in  a couple  of  associated  families  living  at  Jennet’s 
Hill  and  Bucklebury  Common.  The  first  of  these  attacks 
occurred  in  one  of  the  same  block  of  cottages  as  those  of  the 
previous  year,  although  a fresh  water  supply  has  been  obtained 
since  that  time,  and  in  a position  where  its  becoming  specifically 
polluted  is  very  unlikely.  The  family  in  which  the  case  occurred 
were  new-comers  into  the  place  and  on  the  assumption  that 
there  was  any  specific  fouling  of  the  soil  still  remaining  round 
the  cottage,  these  people  might  have  been  more  susceptible  to 
infection  than  the  older  residents.  The  subsequent  cases  were 
probably  due  to  carelessness  and  inattention  in  carrying  out  the 
precautions  advised.  Most  of  the  patients  were  removed  to 
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Reading-  Hospital  as  they  fell  ill,  as  were  two  other  persons 
who  were  attacked  late  in  October  and  in  November,  from 
Mortimer  and  Burghfield  respectively,  neither  of  whose  attacks 
could  be  explained.  One  of  these  last  cases  was  fatal,  this 
being  the  only  death  resulting  from  the  disease. 

In  all  the  notified  cases  of  the  foregoing  complaints,  every 
practicable  precaution  was  adopted  that  could  be  taken  in  a 
district  which  is  not  provided  with  an  isolation  hospital,  and 
acting  on  my  advice  the  council  sanctioned  the  engagement  of 
Mr.  Street,  the  professional  disinfector  of  London  Road,  Reading, 
to  carry  out  the  disinfection  of  infected  premises  by  spraying 
them  with  mercury  perchloride,  in  addition  to  the  cleansing, 
“steam”  disinfection,  and  fumigation  previously  adopted. 

As  regards  the  non-notifiable  infectious  complaints,  extensive 
outbreaks  both  of  measles  and  of  whooping  cough  have  been 
reported  in  Tilehurst,  and  of  the  first-named  at  Mortimer.  Over 
a hundred  children  were  temporarily  excluded  from  Theale 
schools  on  account  of  the  last  named,  while  for  measles,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  close  both  the  Board  and  the  National 
schools  of  Tilehurst,  and  also  Mortimer  National  Schools. 

The  births  registered  in  1897  were  M.  165,  F.  185,  total  358, 
and  the  deaths  were  181  in  number  (viz.  : first  quarter,  50; 
second  quarter,  50;  third  quarter,  46;  fourth  quarter,  35).  To 
these  have  to  be  added  two  deaths  in  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum 
and  ten  in  Reading  Hospital  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
district,  making  the  corrected  number  M.  10 1,  F.  92,  total  193, 
which,  however,  includes  two  persons  dying  respectively  from 
railway  and  boat  accidents  within  the  district,  whose  residences 
were  outside  it. 

The  corrected  deaths  at  all  ages  were  therefore  SS‘^  % of  the 
births,  while  those  occurring  during  the  first  year  of  life  were 
12^  of  the  same,  the  birth  rate  being  22*1,  and  the  death  rate 
12*2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  both  being  below 
the  respective  averages  of  the  year. — see  Table  V. 

There  were  sixteen  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases, 


viz. : those  already  mentioned,  with  ten  from  whooping  cough 
and  one  of  an  infant  from  diarrhcea.  They  amounted  to  over 
8%  of  those  from  all  causes,  and  were  at  the  rate  of  i*o  per 
1,000. 

Twelve  deaths  resulted  from  consumption,  with  a percentage 
of  total  mortality  of  6*2^,  and  a rate  of  07  per  i,ooo, — see 
Table  VI. 

Pulmonary  inflammations  were  fatal  to  thirty  persons,  of 
whom  a third  were  infants  or  very  young  children.  Two-thirds 
of  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  two  quarters.of  the  year, 
and  they  account  for  15 '5  of  the  total  deaths,  with  a rate  of  1*9. 

The  mortality  from  the  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  was  almost  the  same  as  the 
preceding — thirty-one.  Sixteen  of  these,  however,  were  infants 
who  survived  their  birth  less  than  a month,  including  seven  who 
lived  less  than  one  day.  Of  the  deaths  at  this  age  group  55*4^ 
were  due  to  these  diseases,  and  19*6^  to  zymotic  complaints, 
mostly  whooping  cough. 

Twelve  inquests  were  held,  viz. : two  on  suicidal  deaths — 
drowning  and  cut  throat — five  on  deaths  from  accident  or 
drowning,  and  five  from  natural  causes,  including  one  case  of 
scarlet  fever,  where  the  child  had  died  without  medical  advice 
being  obtained  or  the  attack  notified. 


GORING  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  9 155  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  about  620,  and 
population,  Males  1,444,  Females  1,390,  total  2,834 ; estimated 
number  at  the  middle  of  1897 — 3,190. 

The  question  of  the  water  supply  of  the  cottages  on  Whit- 
church Hill,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  the  report  for  1 896,  has 
again  had  attention.  A house  to  house  inspection  was  made,  and 
fully  reported  to  the  District  Council  on  the  subject,  pointing  out 
that  in  this  locality  water  cannot  be  got  by  well-sinking  at  a less 
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depth  than  three-hundred  feet  or  more,  and  that  there  are  only 
two  such  wells  in  the  locality ; also,  that  while  a certain 
number  of  cottages  are  supplied  with  rain-water  from  a large 
underground  tank  holding  about  50,000  gallons,  belonging  to  a 
private  owner,  and  filled  by  the  rainfall  on  a specially-prepared 
area,  and  nearly  forty  cottages  with  good  slated  or  tiled  roofs 
have  provision  for  utilizing  the  rainfall  thereon — there  are  some 
twenty-five  where  this  is  impracticable — the  roofs  being  of 
thatch — and  that  these  last  are  always,  as  are  many  of  the 
others  to  some  extent,  and  in  dry  seasons — dependent  on  water 
fetched  from  certain  ponds  (which  also  get  nearly  dried  up 
after  continued  absence  of  rain),  or  else  from  the  wells  already 
referred  to.  These  ponds  were  not  in  a satisfactory  condition, 
requiring  to  be  cleaned  out,  and  also  protection  from  fouling 
by  animals,  while  the  distance  of  the  principal  one  from  many 
of  the  cottages  makes  it  a matter  of  difficulty  to  obtain  a 
sufficient  quantity  for  purposes  of  health  and  cleanliness,  as  well 
as  for  drinking  and  ordinary  domestic  use.  In  the  end  the 
Council  had  the  two  principal  ponds  cleaned  out,  puddled  and 
steined  at  a cost  of  about  £30.  This,  however,  while  certainly 
effecting  an  improvement  on  the  previous  condition  of  matters, 
does  not  add  to  the  amount  of  the  available  supply,  or  make 
any  provision  for  its  serious  deficiency  after  dry  summers  such 
as  we  have  had  of  late. 

Reports  have  also  been  laid  before  the  Council  as  to  certain 
over-crowded  and  insanitary  cottages  on  Goring  Heath  and 
Whitchurch  Hill,  at  the  latter  of  which  scarlet  fever  had 
broken  out. 

Mr.  Thos.  Windle,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  the 
year’s  work,  reports  the  inspection  of  143  premises.  Fifteen 
nuisances  were  found  to  exist  (see  Table  VII),  all  of  which 
were  abated. 

Eight  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  attacks  in  cottages  at 
Whitchurch  Hill  were  received  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
covering  ten  attacks,  six  of  which  occurred  in  January  and 
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February,  and  the  rest  in  May  and  June.  The  earlier  cases 
were  doubtless  connected  with  the  outbreak  which  occurred  in 
the  place  towards  the  close  of  the  previous  year,  though  com- 
munication with  infected  persons  or  houses  was  not  admitted 
in  a single  instance,  nor  could  it  be  definitely  made  out  as  to 
the  later  ones.  Only  one  attack  was  fatal,  and  no  other  in- 
fectious complaint  was  notified. 

The  registered  births  for  the  year  were,  M.  31,  F.  33,  total 
64,  and  the  deaths,  M.  15,  F.  12,  total  27  (first  quarter,  9 ; 
second  quarter,  5 ; third  quarter,  4 ; fourth  quarter,  9),  no  cor- 
rections for  deaths  in  institutions,  &c.,  being  required.  Both 
the  birth  rate  and  the  death  rate  were  exceedingly  low,  they 
being  respectively  20’i  and  8-5  per  1,000  living,  and  much 
under  the  corresponding  mean  rates  of  the  year  for  the  com- 
bined district— see  Table  V.  The  deaths  at  all  ages  amounted 
to  only  42’2  %,  and  those  of  infants  less  than  a year  old  to  but 
47  0/0  of  the  births. 

There  was  only  a single  death  in  the  group  of  zymotic  diseases, 
viz.,  from  scarlet  fever,  and  but  one  from  children’s  wasting 
diseases.  Two  resulted  from  consumption,  and  as  in  one  of 
these  cases  three  deaths  had  successively  occurred  within  a 
limited  time  from  this  disease  in  the  same  family,  the  house 
was  very  thoroughly  cleansed  and  disinfected  by  Mr.  Street, 
and,  so  far,  no  further  cases  have  occurred  in  it. 

Pulmonary  inflammations  caused  six  deaths  or  217  ^ of 
those  from  all  causes,  the  rate  being  1-9  per  1,000. 

One  inquest  was  held  on  a death  from  accident. 


COOKHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  27,803  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,062,  and  enu- 
merated population.  Males  4,819,  Females  S>042)  total,  9,861, 
estimated  as  amounting  to  10,587  after  correction  for  insti- 
tutions, &c.,  by  the  middle  of  1897. 
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Mr.  G.  A.  Millin,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  report  of  work 
done  during  the  year,  reports  the  inspection  of  414  premises  and 
the  abatement  of  sixty-five  out  of  seventy-four  nuisances  found 
thereon,  for  particulars  of  which  see  Table  VII. 

At  Cookham,  six  very  decayed  and  insanitary  cottages  have 
been  represented  to  the  Council  by  me  as  entirely  unfit  for 
habitation,  and  at  Knowle  Hill  five  more  have  also  been 
similarly  reported.  Nine  of  these  have  since  been  closed,  pro- 
ceedings being  taken  before  the  Justices  and  closing  orders 
made  as  regards  those  at  Knowle  Hill.  Reports  have  also 
been  laid  before  the  Authority  relative  to  insanitary  cottages  at 
North  Town  Moor,  and  at  Beenham  Heath,  Shottesbrook ; on 
nuisances  from  boiling  offal  at  the  slaughter-house  on  the  Furze 
Platt ; on  the  improper  disposal  of  laundry  suds  at  the  steam 
laundry  in  the  same  locality  ; on  the  fouling  of  the  watercourse 
at  Waltham  by  waste  liquor  from  the  brewery,  and  on  the 
polluted  water  supply  of  premises  at  Oakley  Green,  all  of 
which  matters  have  since  been  improved  or  entirely  abated. 

Twenty-one  notifications  of  infectious  attacks  were  received 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  viz. : — scarlet  fever,  fourteen ; 
diphtheria,  three  ; erysipelas,  four. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  majority  of  the  cases,  which  occurred  in 
eleven  families,  were  notified  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  in 
different  localities  in  the  district.  Known  exposure  to  infection 
could  not  be  clearly  made  out,  but  in  a few  instances  it  is  probable 
that  the  complaint  was  caught  at  school.  No  attack  was  fatal. 

Of  the  three  notified  attacks  of  diphtheria  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  two  were  contracted  through  attendance  at  one  of 
the  schools  in  the  town ; all  ended  in  recovery,  and  there  was  not 
during  the  year  a death  from  any  notifiable  complaint,  except  one 
from  puerperal  fever,  which,  however,  had  not  been  notified. 

Whooping  cough  was  very  general  in  some  parts  of  the 
district  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  during  which  five  out  of 
a total  of  seven  infantile  deaths  occurred,  and  some  of  the 
schools  had  to  be  closed  for  a time  on  account  of  its  prevalence. 


45 


The  births  registered  in  1897  were  M.  133,  F.  iii,  total  244, 
and  the  deaths  that  occurred  within  the  district  amounted  to 
105  (first  quarter,  38;  second  quarter,  15;  third  quarter,  22; 
fourth  quarter,  30),  to  which  twenty  have  to  be  added  of 
persons  belonging  to  it — but  dying  in  the  Union  House  (nine). 
Cottage  Hospital  (three),  Reading  Hospital  (four),  and  County 
Asylum  (four).  The  corrected  number  is  therefore  M.  66, 
F.  59,  total  125,  amounting  to  51-2  % of  the  births,  which  were 
at  the  rate  of  23*1,  and  the  deaths  i r8  per  i ,000  living,  the 
deaths  of  infants  less  than  a twelvemonth  old  being  only  8*6  % 
of  the  births  ; all  these  rates  are  under  the  average  of  the  year 
for  the  combined  district. — see  Table  V. 

The  mortality  resulting  from  zymotic  complaints  was  con- 
fined to  the  seven  deaths  from  whooping  cough  already 
mentioned,  and  three — also  infantile — from  diarrhoea,  the  rate 
for  this  group  of  diseases  being  0*9  per  i,ooo. — see  Table  VI. 

There  were  seven  deaths  from  consumption,  with  a rate  of 
07  and  a percentage  of  total  mortality  of  5 6 %.  Pulmonary 
inflammations  were  fatal  to  twenty-three  persons,  about  a third 
of  whom  were  children  less  than  five  years  old,  the  death  rate 
and  percentage  of  those  from  all  causes  were  2*2  and  18*4  % 
respectively. 

Seventeen  children  under  five  years  of  age  died  from  wasting 
or  convulsive  developmental  diseases,  being  nearly  46  % of 
the  entire  mortality  at  this  age  period,  and  at  the  rate  of  r6 
per  1,000  living  at  all  ages. 

Three  inquests  were  held,  two  on  deaths  from  accident  and 
drowning,  the  third  was  from  “natural  causes.’' 


MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
Area  2^123  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,071,  and  enumer- 
ated population.  Males  5»i3U  Females  5i47^*  total  10,607,  which 
is  estimated,  after  correction  for  institutions,  to  amount,  ac- 
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cording  to  the  rate  of  increase  from  i88i  to  1891,  to  11,982  at 
the  middle  of  1897,  but  from  the  growth  of  the  town  it  is 
probable  that  this  estimate  may  underrate  the  actual  numbers. 

In  view  of  the  extreme  importance  of  ensuring  the  soundness 
and  security  against  leakage  of  all  the  new  sewers  within  a 
considerable  radius  of  the  wells  of  the  Maidenhead  Water 
Company,  from  which  a supply  is  pumped  daily,  ranging  be- 
tween 250,000  and  900,000  gallons  (the  latter  being  the  full 
inflow  to  the  wells  per  day  of  twenty-four  hours),  a special  in- 
spection and  testing  of  the  same  was  made  by  the  engineer, 
Mr.  Lailey,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Councillor  Pearse,  Mr. 
Barford,  sanitary  inspector,  and  myself.  As  the  principal 
inflow  to  the  two  wells  is  on  their  west  side,  and  as  some  ef  the 
sewers  are  laid  at  levels  ranging  between  20  and  60  feet  above 
the  mean  water  level  in  the  wells,  the  sewers  were  tested  for  a 
distance,  extending  as  far  to  the  west  as  the  Union  House; 
careful  gaugings  were  taken,  and  at  various  points  leakages  of 
some  considerable  amount  were  detected.  The  Council,  acting 
on  my  report,  have  had  them  made  thoroughly  sound  and 
water-tight  in  each  instance,  so  that  no  fouling  of  the  water 
supply  can  possibly  now  occur  from  this  cause. 

Later  in  the  year,  in  consequence  of  a complaint  made  by  a 
resident  in  the  rural  district,  whose  house  was  supplied  by  a 
service  from  the  water  company’s  mains,  that  an  opinion  ad- 
verse to  the  water,  by  reason  of  the  nitrates  contained  in  it, 
had  been  pronounced  by  an  analyst  to  whom  it  had  been  sub- 
mitted for  examination  (on  account  of  the  blocking  of  the  hot- 
water  pipes  by  incrustation  which  it  deposited),  1 advised  the 
Council  as  to  the  advisability  of  having  samples  taken  for 
analysis  from  different  parts  of  the  system,  and  an  independent 
examination  was  also  made  of  it  on  behalf  of  the  company  by 
Professor  Frankland.  Our  results  were  in  substantial  agree- 
ment as  to  the  great  organic  purity  of  the  water,  and  to  the 
absence  of  any  sanitary  significance  in  the  proportion  of 
nitrates  which  it  contains. 
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At  the  same  time  I sug-g-ested  the  desirability  of  the  adoption 
of  a softening  process,  by  which  its  excess  of  chalk  in  solution, 
and  its  consequent  hardness  would  be  materially  reduced. 

Reports  have  also  been  laid  before  the  Council  with  reference 
to  various  blocks  of  insanitary  tenements  at  Boyn  Hill,  Holman 
Leaze,  North  Star  Lane,  and  of  drainage  of  houses  in  Bath 
Road,  Cookham  Road,  &c.,  all  of  which  have  been  or  are  in 
course  of  being  dealt  with. 

Mr.  Barford,  sanitary  inspector,  reports  602  premises  as 
having  been  inspected  and  surveyed  in  detail  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  the  soundness  of  the  drains  being  tested  in  49  cases. 
Nuisances  were  discovered  in  13 1 cases,  of  which  112  have 
been  remedied — particulars  will  be  found  in  Table  VII.  The 
cowsheds  and  milkshops,  piggeries,  slaughter-houses,  bake- 
houses, and  common  lodging-houses  have  been  repeatedly 
visited,  and  nuisances  abated  as  to  thirteen  of  the  first  three. 
The  putting  in  of  the  house  connections  to  the  new  sewers  has 
gone  on  continuously,  all  the  work  being  carried  out  in  a 
thorough  and  workmanlike  manner,  every  drain  being  sub- 
mitted to  the  water  test  before  it  is  allowed  to  be  covered  in, 
proper  ventilators  and  fresh-air  inlets  being  also  required  in 
every  case.  Much  care  and  trouble  has  also  been  given  by 
Mr.  Barford  to  the  endeavour  to  improve  the  state  of  matters 
at  the  outfall  works.  This,  however,  must  be  a matter  of  time. 

As  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  is  not  yet  adopted 
in  the  district,  the  knowledge  obtainable  by  the  sanitary 
officers  of  the  amount  and  incidence  of  these  ’complaints  is  still 
necessarily  very  imperfect,  and  much  difficulty  is  in  consequence 
found  by  the  sanitary  inspector,  as  well  as  by  myself,  in 
tracing  the  probable  origin  of  even  such  cases  as  were  heard 
of,  viz.,  scarlet  fever,  two  ; diphtheria,  ten;  and  of  these  nearly 
half  were  unknown  to  me  till  notification  was  received  from  the 
District  Registrar  of  his  having  registered  the  patient’s  death. 
Assuming  that  the  pro  rata  case  mortality  from  these  two  com- 
plaints was  the  same  in  Maidenhead  as  in  the  rest  of  the 
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combined  district,  viz.,  something  under  3 % for  scarlet  fever, 
and  about  27  % for  diphtheria,  the  one  death  certified  as  re- 
sulting from  the  first-named,  and  the  six  deaths  from  diphtheria 
would  represent  something  more  than  thirty  attacks  of  each 
disease. 

As  regards  zymotic  complaints  not  scheduled  in  the  Notifi- 
cation Act,  viz. : measles,  whooping  cough  and  diarrhoea,  only 
the  last  appears  to  have  prevailed  at  all  extensively,  and  it  was 
apparently  limited  to  the  months  of  August  and  September, 
and  mainly  to  one  class  of  the  community,  as  out  of  thirteen 
deaths  of  infants  between  one  and  eighteen  months  old  re- 
sulting from  the  complaint  which  occurred  then,  eleven  were 
children  of  “journeyman  ” tradesmen,  and  the  parents  of  two 
only  belonged  to  the  “general  labourer”  class. 

The  births  registered  in  the  year  were  M.  176,  F.  164,  total 
340,  and  the  deaths  amounted  to  166  (first  quarter,  39 ; second 
quarter,  31  ; third  quarter,  51  ; fourth  quarter,  45),  which 
have  to  be  corrected  by  the  exclusion  of  twelve  deaths  in  the 
Union  House  and  three  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  of  persons  not 
belonging  to  the  district,  and  by  the  addition  of  eight  deaths 
in  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum  of  patients  previously  residing 
in  it.  The  corrected  number  is  therefore  M.  85,  F.  74,  total 
159,  amounting  to  46’8  % of  the  births,  which  were  at  the  rate 
of  28‘4  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  the  death  rate 
being  13 *3,  and  the  mortality  amongst  children  under  the  age 
of  one  year,  12*9  % of  the  registered  births. — see  Tables  IV, 
V and  VI. 

The  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  were  twenty- 
one,  including  one  from  whooping  cough  in  addition  to  those 
already  mentioned.  They  account  for  13*2  % of  the  mortality 
from  all  causes,  and  were  at  the  rate  of  i*8  per  1,000,  or  twice 
the  mean  rate  of  the  year  for  the  whole  of  the  combined 
district. 

Consumption  and  pulmonary  inflammations  accounted  for 
almost  the  same  number  of  deaths,  viz.,  twenty-two  and  twenty- 
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one  respectively ; in  each  case  about  two-thirds  of  the  year’s 
entire  mortality  occurred  during-  its  first  two  quarters. 

Nearly  half  (nineteen)  of  the  forty-four  deaths  occurring-  in 
the  first  year  of  life  were  children  who  did  not  survive  their 
birth  more  than  a month,  and  these  are  included  in  the  twenty- 
nine  deaths  from  wasting  or  convulsive  developmental  diseases, 
which  account  for  46*8  % of  the  entire  mortality  (sixty-two) 
under  the  age  of  five  years. 

Only  one  inquest  was  held  during  the  year,  on  a death  from 
accident. 


EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  27,033  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,579,  and 
enumerated  population  M.  6,846,  F.  6,858,  total  13,704; 
estimated  after  deduction  of  “ special  ” inmates  of  institutions 
and  others  not  belonging  to  the  district,  at  13,789  to  the  middle 
of  the  year. 

At  Bracknell  the  house  connections  with  the  new  sewers  have 
been  practically  completed  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Harry 
Lloyd,  sanitary  inspector,  with  the  exception  of  a few  houses 
which  are  situated  beyond  the  one  hundred  feet  statutory 
distance  from  the  sewers,  or  are  outside  the  sewered  area,  and 
all  the  w.c.’s  have  been  provided  with  flushing  apparatus  with 
water  laid  on  thereto,  except  in  the  small  number  of  cases  where 
the  company’s  mains  are  not  available.  At  the  sewage  farm,  the 
crude  sewage  is  pumped  direct  on  to  the  land,  as  no  settling 
tanks  have  been  provided,  and  as  the  land  is  mainly  strong 
clay  and  non-absorbent,  the  effluent  passes  into  the  brook 
insufficiently  purified.  Complaints  have  been  received  by  the 
Council  with  reference  to  this  from  the  Thames  Conservancy, 
and  after  examination  of  the  working  at  the  farm  I agree  with 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  H.  Lloyd  (under  whose  superintendence  it  is 
placed),  that  the  present  way  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  does 


not  g-ive  the  satisfactory  results  that  had  been  anticipated,  and 
that  some  additional  means  of  purification  (as  by  filtration, 
prior  to  its  being  passed  on  to  the  land,  through  tanks  filled 
with  properly  prepared  coke  breeze;  or  by  some  other  equivalent 
method),  will  have  to  be  adopted  to  ensure  that  the  effluent 
shall  be  sufficiently  good  to  pass  into  the  stream.  The  land  has 
however,  been  well  cultivated,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  informed  me  that 
good  crops  of  oats,  mangolds,  and  swedes  have  been  grown,  as 
well  as  Italian  rye  grass,  all  of  which  have  sold  well.  Much 
complaint  has  been  made  as, to  the  irregular  supply  of  water 
from  the  mains  of  the  Wokingham  Company  to  the  houses  in 
the  upper  part  of  Bracknell.  It  is  expected  that  this  will  shortly 
be  remedied,  as  it  is  proposed  to  put  down  larger  mains  for 
some  part  of  the  distance  between  the  Company’s  works  and 
that  place. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  in  his  return  of  the  sanitary  work  of  the  year,  reports 
520  premises  as  inspected,  nuisances  being  found  on  eighty-four, 
of  which  eighty  have  been  abated — the  details  are  given  in  Table 
VII.  Thirty  cowsheds  were  inspected,  and  two  were  put  on 
the  register,  nuisances  found  on  four  of  them  being  abated.  Ten 
slaughterhouses  were  visited  and  found  in  satisfactory  condition. 
The  number  of  plans  for  new  houses  laid  before  and  passed  by  the 
Council  was  forty-nine ; number  of  new  houses  erected,  twenty- 
five;  for  all  which  twenty  certificates  of  good  and  sufficient  water 
supply  were  granted.  The  Blackwater  river  has  been  very 
thoroughly  cleansed  under  Mr.  Lloyd’s  supervision,  and  no 
evidence  of  fouling  was  found  as  occurring  anywhere  within 
the  limits  of  the  district,  except  that  caused  by  the  effluent 
from  the  sewage  farm  of  the  Royal  Military  College,  which 
has  on  several  former  occasions  called  for  notice,  but  it 
is  understood  that  the  authorities  of  the  college  contemplate 
making  alterations  and  improvements  which  it  is  to  be  hoped 
will  put  an  end  to  this  long-standing  trouble. 

At  Sandhurst  (near  to  the  grounds  of  the  Royal  Military 
College),  and  also  at  Owlsmoor,  cottage  building  to  some 


considerable  extent  is  in  progress,  and  as  the  land  in  both 
places  is  practically  bog-,  and  there  is  at  the  present  time  no 
other  water  supply  to  be  obtained  for  these  houses  but  bog- 
water  from  shallow  wells,  in  which  the  water  rises  to  within 
two  or  three  feet  below  the  ground  level,  I am  strongly  of 
opinion  that  a sufficient  supply  of  wholesome  water  ” available 
for  the  requirements  of  the  occupiers  of  these  tenements,  such, 
as  is  intended  by  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Water 
Act,  1879,  cannot  be  obtained  under  existing  conditions,  as  the 
mains  of  the  Wokingham  Water  Company  do  not  extend  to 
either  Crowthorn  or  Sandhurst. 

Three  samples  of  water  have  been  submitted  to  analysis,  two 
being  the  intended  water  supplies  of  some  new  cottages,  both  of 
which  proved  to  be  quite  unfit  for  drinking  or  domestic  purposes, 
so  that  water  certificates  were  refused,  and  services  were  laid  on 
from  the  Company’s  mains.  The  third  sample  also  failed  to 
give  satisfactory  results. 

Three  houses  have  been  reported  by  me  to  the  Council  as  unfit 
for  habitation  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 
and  one  was  closed. 

A site,  which  was  proposed  by  the  Crown  Authorities  for  a 
new  burial  ground,  at  the  Ascot  end  of  Winkfield  Parish,  has 
also  been  inspected  by  me,  and  reported  on  as  being  in  my 
opinion  very  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  on  sanitary  grounds. 

There  has  been  an  exceptionally  small  amount  of  zymotic 
illness  notified  during  the  year,  seventeen  notifications  only 
having  been  received,  viz.:  scarlet  fever,  seven;  diphtheria, 
three;  enteric  fever,  one  ; erysipelas,  six.  No  case  had  a fatal 
termination,  and  although  this  satisfactory  record  is  doubtless 
partly  explained  by  the  fact  that  throughout  almost  the  whole 
of  the  combined  sanitary  district,  there  has  not  been  throughout 
the  year  any  serious  epidemic  of  either  of  the  notifiable  zymotic 
diseases,  it  is  also  due,  in  a considerable  degree,  to  the  care 
and  thoroughness  with  which  Mr.  Lloyd  has  carried  out  my 
instructions  for  checking  any  spread  of  infection  in  the  cases 
that  did  occur.  e 
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As  regfards  the  scarlet  fever  attacks,  one  was  that  of  a patient 
discharged  from  a London  hospital,  in  whom  the  rash  appeared 
very  shortly  after  arrival  at  Ascot.  Three  other  cases  were 
those  of  children  (all  belonging  to  one  family),  who  were  found 
to  be  attending  one  of  the  schools  while  in  the  peeling  stages  of 
the  complaint,  not  having  had  any  medical  advice  or  taken  any 
precaution  whatever.  Fortunately  the  cases  were  detected 
before  any  of  their  schoolfellows  become  infected  and  no  harm 
followed,  as  they  were  strictly  isolated  at  once. 

The  three  diphtheria  attacks  occurred  at  considerable 
intervals,  and  were  without  ascertainable  history  of  exposure 
to  infection.  There  was  no  spread  in  either  case. 

The  enteric  fever  case  was  also  a solitary  and  imported  one, 
the  patient  coming  down  ill  from  London. 

Of  non-notifiable  zymotic  complaints,  measles  was  the  only 
one  which  became  at  all  epidemic,  and  it  was  necessary  to  close 
one  of  the  schools  on  account  of  it. 

The  registered  births  for  the  year  were  M.  174,  F.  184,  total 
358,  and  the  total  deaths  amounted  to  187,  (viz.:  first  quarter, 
57;  second  quarter,  49;  third  quarter,  33;  fourth  quarter, 
48).  Excluding  those  occurring  in  Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic 
Asylum  (21),  and  adding  six  deaths  outside  the  district  (viz.: 
County  Asylum,  two,  and  Reading  Hospital,  four),  of  persons 
who  belonged  to  it,  the  corrected  number  is  M.  87,  F.  85,  total 
172,  amounting  to  48*1  % of  the  births,  which  were  at  the  rate 
of  26*0  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  the  corrected 
death  rate  being  12*5,  and  the  infantile  deaths  (viz.:  40  under 
one  year),  11*2^  of  the  year’s  births.  As  already  stated  there 
was  not  a single  death  from  any  zymotic  complaint  during  the 
year. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  twelve  persons,  the  death  rate  being 
0*9  per  1 ,000. 

There  were  thirty-two  deaths  from  pulmonary  inflammations, 
being  i8*6%  of  those  from  all  causes,  with  a rate  of  2*3  per  1,000, 
while  thirty-three  children  below  five  years  of  age  died  from 
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wasting-  or  convulsive  developmental  diseases,  being  nearly 
57%  of  the  total  mortality  at  this  age  period.— see  Tables  IV., 
V.,  VI. 

Fourteen  inquests  were  held,  exclusive  of  those  on  persons 
dying  in  Broadmoor  Asylum ; four  were  on  cases  of  suicide, 
four  on  deaths  from  accidental  injuries,  two  from  natural 
causes,  two  from  alcoholism  and  exposure,  and  two  “ found 
drowned." 


WINDSOR  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  12,143  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891),  about  2,480,  and 
enumerated  population,  Males  5,991,  Females  6,608,  total  12,599, 
estimated  at  13,848  to  the  middle  of  1897,  after  deduction  of 
“ special  ” inmates  of  “Institutions,"  who  do  not  belong  to  the 
district. 

The  long-standing  question  of  the  provision  of  a proper 
system  of  sewerage  for  the  “ rural " part  of  Clewer  still  re- 
mained unsettled  at  the  close  of  the  year,  as,  although  the  fact 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  provide  sewerage  in  order  to 
put  the  whole  parish  into  a safe  and  proper  condition  of  sani- 
tation is  now  generally  admitted  by  all  parties  concerned,  there 
is  still  a strong  division  of  opinion  as  to  the  scheme  which 
should  be  adopted.  In  the  meantime  the  matter  remains  in 
abeyance,  and  in  the  same  sanitarily  insecure  state  as  before. 
At  Gardiner’s  Cottages,  Clewer,  the  works  required  to  remedy 
the  insanitary  conditions  as  to  drainage,  referred  to  in  the 
report  for  last  year,  have  now  been  executed,  and  the  houses — 
nearly  one  hundred  in  number — have  the  sink  wastes  cut  off 
from  the  w.c.’s,  and  arranged  to  deliver  over  gulley  traps  in  a 
way  which  I have  subsequently  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

At  Old  Windsor  much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
dealing  with  the  imperfect  and  faulty  provisions  for  the  disposal 
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of  filth  and  house  sewage  of  many  of  the  cottages,  a large  pro- 
portion of  which-have  little  if  any  ground  attached  to  them  on 
which  it  could  be  dealt  with  properly.  Complaints  of  nuisances 
resulting  from  this  cause  have  been  received  on  several 
occasions,  and  such  improvements  on  the  existing  arrangements 
as  were  practicable  in  the  very  limited  space  at  command  have 
been  carried  out.  One  block  of  six  cottages  near  the  “ Union  ” 
beerhouse,  which  had  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation,  has 
been  re-opened  on  my  report  that  they  had  been  thoroughly 
reinstated,  provided  with  proper  sanitary  conveniences,  and  a 
water  supply  laid  on  from  the  Borough  mains.  Five  other 
premises  at  Old  Windsor  and  at  Clewer  were  also  reported  as 
unfit  for  habitation,  and  were  temporarily  closed  until  they  had 
been  put  into  habitable  condition. 

The  sanitary  inspector,  Mr.  G.  Watts,  in  his  annual  return 
of  work  done,  reports  the  inspection  of  840  premises,  nuisances 
being  found  on  279,  of  which  250  were  abated  by  the  close  of 
the  year. — see  Table  VII.  The  cowsheds  and  milkshops — 
seventeen — (two  being  added  to  the  register),  slaughter-houses, 
eight ; bakeries,  ten ; piggeries,  ten,  have  been  inspected,  and 
nuisances  abated  as  regards  nine  of  them. 

I have  submitted  eight  samples  of  well  waters  to  analysis. 
One  of  them  proved  to  be  of  passable  quality ; all  the  others 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  drinking  and  for  domestic  use, 
three  of  the  number  being  excessively  polluted,  and  fresh  water 
supplies  have  been  provided  for  twenty-three  houses. 

Reports  have  also  been  presented  to  the  Council  on  a con- 
siderable number  of  insanitary  premises,  house  to  house  in- 
spections of  which  have  been  made  by  me  at  Clewer,  Old 
Windsor,  Ascot,  The  Bog,  Sunninghill  and  Sunningdale,  and 
the  required  works  carried  out  so  far  as  practicable  in  the  ab- 
sence of  sewerage  in  the  respective  localities. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  attacks  received  in 
1897  was  small,  although  a little  larger  than  in  the  preceding 
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year,  amounting  to  forty-three  as  against  thirty-five  in  1896. 
They  included  : scarlet  fever,  twenty-four ; diphtheria,  three ; 
enteric  fever,  five  ; puerperal  fever,  one  ; erysipelas,  ten. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Five  of  the  attacks  occurred  early  in  the 
year  at  various  parts  of  Ascot,  and  they  appeared  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  school  attendance,  the  children  of  all  the  families, 
(as  of  some  others  living  near,  but  within  the  Easthampstead 
district),  who  fell  ill  about  the  same  time,  attending  the  same 
schools.  About  the  middle  of  May  a case  was  notified  at 
Clewer,  the  origin  of  which  could  not  be  traced.  Two  or 
three  attacks  followed  in  June,  the  infection  being  brought  from 
London ; in  August  and  September  there  were  four  further  cases 
connected  with  each  other,  the  first  being  that  of  a grocer’s 
assistant,  the  source  of  whose  infection  could  not  be  made  out. 
In  October  a group  of  six  attacks  was  notified  at  Spital ; all 
were  in  the  peeling  stage  at  the  time  they  were  reported. 
The  full  number  for  the  year  was  only  twenty-four,  and  all  ended 
favourably,  and  in  no  instance  was  there  any  material  spread 
of  the  disease. 

Diphtheria. — The  earliest  attack  notified  was  that  of  a pupil 
at  one  of  the  large  schools  at  Clewer,  where  there  had  been 
cases  late  in  1896.  The  sanitary  arrangements  were  good  and 
of  approved  modern  kind.  The  case  was  a solitary  one, 
and  of  some  interest  from  the  fact  that  the  diphtheria  organism 
was  continuously  found  in  samples  of  the  throat  secretions  sub- 
mitted weekly  to  bacteriological  examination  for  a period  of 
thirteen  weeks,  and  long  after  the  patient  was  apparently  quite 
well  in  all  respects.  The  other  two  attacks  were  fatal ; one 
occurred  at  a house  in  Clewer  where  the  sanitary  arrangements 
were  unsatisfactory,  the  fiushing  of  the  closet-pan  being  from  the 
sink  waste.  The  other  was  notified  in  July  at  a house  in  Ascot, 
where  one  of  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  already  referred  to  had 
occurred  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  sanitary  condition 
of  these  premises  was  fairly  good,  nor  was  any  history  of  ex- 
posure to  infection  to  be  made  out. 


The  five  attacks  notified  of  enteric  fever  all  occurred  in  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year.  The  first  case  was  that  of  a girl  who 
developed  the  complaint  while  in  hospital.  Three  others  were 
imported  cases,  one  of  them  being  a tramp  received  into  the 
casual  ward  of  the  Union  House,  and  the  others,  persons 
coming  from  Ealing,  and  from  Baddow  in  Essex,  who  fell  ill 
immediately  after  their  arrival  in  Windsor.  The  fifth  attack 
was  that  of  a young  child  aged  three  years,  living  in  an  in- 
sanitary house  in  Clewer,  the  sink  waste  passing  to  the  w.c. 
for  flushing  purposes,  and  the  water  supply  being  from  a pump 
over  the  same  sink.  No  attack  proved  fatal. 

There  was  a considerable  prevalence  of  whooping  cough  in 
the  district  from  March  to  May,  during  which  time  four  deaths, 
all  but  one  being  infants,  resulted  from  the  complaint,  and 
there  was  another  death  from  it  in  December. 

In  the  month  of  August  infantile  diarrhoea  proved  fatal  to 
nine  infants  of  ages  ranging  from  five  days  to  fourteen  months. 
In  five  cases  the  certificates  of  the  cause  of  death  associated 
teething,  wasting,  or  convulsions  with  diarrhoea,  in  three  others 
it  was  stated  as  gastro-enteritis,  with  convulsions  or  collapse, 
and  in  one  instance  only,  diarrhoea  simply.  There  were  also 
three  deaths  of  adults  from  it  during  the  same  month  (August), 
but  there  were  not  any  others  from  this  cause  during  the  rest  of 
the  year. 

The  registered  births  were  M.  183,  F,  161,  total,  344,  and 
the  deaths  189  (viz.:  first  quarter,  51;  second  quarter,  43; 
third  quarter,  52;  fourth  quarter,  43),  from  which  thirty-six 
have  to  be  deducted  (viz. : Union  House,  twenty-nine;  Hospitals, 
six,  and  one  case  of  murder)  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the 
district,  which,  with  the  addition  of  a death  in  the  County 
Asylum  of  a previous  resident  in  it,  gives  a corrected  number 
of  M.  76,  F.  78,  total  154,  which  is  an  increase  of  sixteen  on  the 
mortality  of  the„  previous  year,  while  the  births  also  were  more 
numerous  by  eighteen  than  they  were  in  1896.  , 
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The  birth  rate  was  24*8  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
and  the  death  rate  iri,  the  percentag-e  of  deaths  at  all  ages  to 
births  being  44-8^,  and  of  infantile  deaths  (under  one  year) 
87.  The  rates  are  all  slightly  in  excess  of  the  corresponding 
ones  for  1896,  but  they  are  below  the  mean  rates  of  1897 
entire  combined  district. — see  Tables  IV  and  V. 

All  the  deaths  from  zymotic  complaints — 13  in  number  have 
been  already  referred  to~and  with  the  exception  of  two  from 
diphtheria,  they  resulted  from  whooping  cough  or  diarrhoea. 
They  amounted  to  8*4^  of  those  from  all  causes,  and  were  at 
the  rate  of  O'q  per  1,000  living. 

Eighteen  deaths  were  due  to  consumption,  the  death  rate 
and  percentage  of  total  mortality  being  respectively  1-3  and 

117%- 

Pulmonary  inflammations  were  fatal  to  twenty-five  persons,  of 
whom  eleven  were  children  under  five  years  of  age.  Fourteen 
of  them  occurred  during  the  first  quarter,  and  the  rate  was  r8 
per  1,000,  the  percentage  of  total  deaths  being  16-2^. 

There  were  twenty-two  deaths  of  children  under  five  from 
wasting  or  convulsive  developmental  diseases,  associated  with 
diarrhoea  as  regards  a few  of  the  cases  already  alluded  to. 
They  accounted  for  47*8)^  of  the  entire  mortality  at  this  age 
period,  the  death  rate  being  r6  per  1,000. 

Four  inquests  were  held,  one  being  on  a case  of  murder  of  a 
young  woman  living  in  the  Borough,  one  was  on  a death  by 
suicide,  and  the  other  two  on  deaths  from  accident  and  from 
diarrhoea. 


EGHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  7,786  acres.  Number  of  Houses  (1891)  2,010,  approxi- 
mately. Population  (Census  1891)  Males  4,844,  Females  5,343, 
total  10,187.  Population  (corrected  for  institutions)  estimated 
at  10,686  to  middle  of  1897. 


During  the  past  year  some  of  the  important  matters  referred 
to  in  the  report  for  1896,  have  again  received  a good  deal  of 
consideration  from  the  Council,  but  the  difficulties  which  have 
confronted  them  have  up  to  the  present  time  prevented  the 
attainment  of  any  satisfactory  result. 

Thus,  for  example,  it  has  not  as  yet  been  found  practicable  to 
find  an  available  site  suitable  for  an  isolation  hospital,  which  is 
so  much  wanted  in  the  district.  A committee  was  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  Crown  Authorities,  to  whom  so  large  a portion 
of  Egham  belongs,  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  arrange  this 
matter.  The  Crown  surveyors,  however,  would  only  consent  to 
the  sale  of  a particular  plot  of  land  between  two  and  three  acres 
in  extent,  between  Cooper’s  Hill  and  Runnymede,  and  to  that 
only  on  condition  that  a public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  should 
be  specially  held  to  consider  the  proposal,  whose  approval 
would  be  a sine  qud  non  as  regarded  further  negotiations.  It 
has,  however,  since  been  pointed  out  that  the  site  in  question 
would  be  quite  unsuitable  for  several  reasons,  but  especially 
because  it  closely  adjoins  a part  of  Runnymede  which  is 
extremely  liable  to  be  flooded,  and  where,  in  consequence  of 
the  low  level  and  the  marshy  nature  of  the  land,  the  flooding 
persists  after  it  has  disappeared  elsewhere,  giving  rise  afterwards 
to  offensive  emanations,  sufficient  to  make  the  proposed  land 
entirely  unfit  for  hospital  purposes.  The  Authority  has  conse- 
quently been  unable  to  proceed  further  in  the  matter  as  yet,  and 
will  have  to  commence  de  novo.  I trust  that  their  efforts  may 
be  more  successful  than  they  have  been  as  yet. 

The  long  standing  matter  of  the  insanitary  cottages  at  the 
Sand  Pits,  has  advanced,  so  far  as  the  condemnation  of  sixteen 
of  the  worst  and  most  decayed  of  them  is  concerned,  but  nothing 
has  as  yet  been  done  by  the  present  owner  of  the  property  to 
provide  new  cottages  in  lieu  of  them,  nor  has  the  district 
council  been  able  to  find  a satisfactory  way  of  dealing  with  the 
question  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act. 
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An  enquiry  has  been  held  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (in  June),  with  reference  to  granting  certain 
“ Urban  ” powers  to  the  Council  to  make  up  eleven  bye  roads, 
which,  for  want  of  such  powers,  were  in  an  insanitary  condition, 
but  the  important  question  of  the  provision  of  sewerage  for  the 
more  populous  part  of  the  district  has  not  advanced  and  still 
remains  in  abeyance. 

Mr.  Menzies,  sanitary  inspector  and  surveyor,  returns  218 
premises  as  inspected  during  the  year.  Nuisances  were  found 
on  seventy-four,  of  which  sixty-three  were  abated  before  its 
close. — see  Table  VII.  One  of  these  was  of  a serious  character, 
viz. : the  surreptitious  connection  of  the  drains  of  certain 
premises  on  Egham  Hill,  with  a watercourse  which  passes 
along  the  back  of  the  said  premises,  and  at  its  lower  end  runs 
in  an  open  channel  on  one  side  of  the  road  at  the  bottom  of  Tile 
Hill,  where  from  time  to  time  extremely  offensive  smells  were 
complained  of.  I advised  the  Council  that  instructions  be  given 
to  the  surveyor  to  open  the  ground  where  there  was  reason  to 
think  such  connection  had  been  made,  and  to  cut  them  off.  This 
has  accordingly  been  done  and  certain  premises  were  dealt  with 
as  recommended,  but  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  carry  the 
enquiry  further  than  it  has  gone  as  yet. 

Seven  samples  of  well-water  were  submitted  to  analysis, 
some  of  them  in  connection  with  attacks  of  enteric  fever.  None 
of  them  gave  satisfactory  results  and  two  proved  to  be  very  foul. 
New  supplies  were  provided  from  the  mains  of  the  Water 
Company,  and  in  view  of  the  serious  outbreaks  of  enteric  fever, 
presumably  resulting  from  contaminated  and  bad  waters,  v/hich 
have  occurred  in  various  parts  of  the  country  during  the  past 
year,  the  Council  have  considered  the  question  of  arranging  for 
regular  and  periodical  bacteriological  examination  of  the  water 
supplies  from  the  mains  and  I hope  that  the  final  arrangements 
for  carrying  this  out  will  be  made  shortly. 
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Forty  notifications  of  attacks  of  infectious  illness  have  been 
received  during  the  year  (as  against  27,  25  and  30  respectively, 
in  the  three  years — 1894-1896 — that  Egham  has  been  a separate 
sanitary  district),  viz:  scarlet  fever,  seventeen;  diphtheria,  ten; 
enteric  fever,  eight ; erysipelas,  five. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Ten  of  the  seventeen  cases  occurred  at  con- 
siderable intervals,  and  sporadically  throughout  the  year,  there 
being  no  traceable  connection  between  them;  the  remaining 
seven  were  notified  between  December  17th  and  25th,  in  the 
Sanatorium  at  Virginia  Water,  the  first  attacks  being  those  of 
two  nurses  in  the  female  wards,  who  had  been  out  of  the 
Institution,  but  whose  exposure  to  infection  could  not  be  traced. 
Nearly  all  the  cases  were  of  a mild  type,  but  one  boy  five  years 
of  age  died  from  the  complaint  in  February. 

Diphtheria. — The  only  notified  attack  of  this  complaint  during 
the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  occurred  in  a patient  admitted 
into  the  Cottage  Hospital  with  enteric  fever,  from  a house  in 
the  Hythe,  this  illness  being  notified  February  27th,  and  the 
diphtheria  not  commencing  till  early  in  April.  The  sanitary 
condition  and  arrangements  of  the  Hospital  are  excellent  and  no 
direct  or  indirect  exposure  to  infection  could  be  discovered. 
The  attack  was  a slight  one.  In  October,  two  cases  (one  fatal), 
occurred  in  a cottage  in  the  lower  part  of  Egham,  and  not  far 
from  the  railway,  where  the  sanitary  arrangements  were  unsatis- 
factory, and,  owing  to  special  circumstances  attendant  on  it, 
trained  nursing  was  provided  by  the  Council.  Three  days 
later  a case  (which  proved  fatal)  was  notified  in  a cottage  still 
nearer  to  the  railway  station,  and  facing  the  siding  on  which 
the  manure  traffic  is  conducted — the  smell  from  which  has  been 
often  complained  of  as  being  at  times  of  a most  offensive  and 
sickening  character.  As  a matter  of  fact  it  appears  to  have 
started  this  particular  attack.  I reported  fully  to  the  Council 
on  the  subject,  and  a strong  letter  of  remonstrance  was  sent  to 
the  railway  authorities  with  reference  to  it,  the  matter  being 
one  of  great  importance,  as  there  are  large  Board  Schools 


6i 


immediately  facing-  and  very  near  the  siding-  in  question,  and 
its  removal  to  a more  suitable  position  was  asked  for,  as 
several  of  the  school  children  had  been  attacked  with  sickness 
and  faintness  while  in  school  in  consequence  of  the  horrible 
effluvium.  This,  however,  was  not  obtained,  but  .it  is  under- 
stood that  instructions  have  been  given  at  Nine  Elms  that 
nothing  but  stable  manure  should  in  future  be  sent  to  this 
station,  and  there  certainly  has  been  an  improvement  in  the 
character  of  the  manure  brought  there  since  the  communication 
was  sent.  In  November,  a child  died  at  a very  insanitary 
cottage  at  the  foot  of  Tile  Hill,  and  situate  immediately  opposite 
to  the  watercourse,  the  fouling  of  which  by  sewage  from  premises 
on  Egham  Hill  has  been  already  referred  to.  The  child  in 
question  had  not  had  medical  attendance  and  an  inquest  was 
held,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  the  cause  of  death  was  of  a 
diphtheritic  character.  A second  death  from  undoubted 
diphtheria  occurred  in  the  same  family  a fortnight  later. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  three  children  of  one  family  were 
attacked  and  the  mother  fell  ill  two  days  later.  No  exposure 
to  infection  could  be  traced.  The  attacks  were  mild  and  ended 
in  recovery. 

Enteric  Fever.— During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  influenza 
was  prevalent  in  some  parts  of  Egham,  and  especially  in  the 
Hythe,  and  in  two  or  three  instances,  what  were  at  first  believed 
to  be  attacks  of  influenza,  were  ultimately  notified  as  cases  of 
typhoid ; one  of  them  ended  fatally.  Of  six  attacks  notified  up 
to  April  1st,  five  were  in  different  parts  of  the  Hythe,  where 
from  its  low  situation — almost  on  the  Thames  level — the 
doubtful  character  of  much  of  the  water  supply  where  the 
mains  are  not  laid,  and  the  character  and  position  of  many  of 
the  cesspits,  the  sanitary  conditions  are  at  present  not  satis- 
factory. One  case  was  notified  on  Cooper’s  Hill,  and  there 
were  only  two  others  notified  during  the  year,  of  which  one  was 
imported  from  Maidstone  at  the  time  of  the  fever  outbreak  in 
that  town. 


62 


Of  the  non-notifiable  zymotic  diseases,  measles  and  whooping 
cough  were  by  far  the  most  prevalent  and  widely  spread,  in 
fact,  it  may  be  said  to  have  been  an  epidemic  year  in  the 
district  for  these  complaints,  necessitating  the  closing  of  some 
of  the  large  elementary  schools  for  several  weeks. 

The  registered  births  for  the  year  were  M.  15 1,  F.  143,  total 
294,  and  the  deaths  194  (viz. : first  quarter,  67 ; second  quarter 
51;  third  quarter,  39;  fourth  quarter,  37),  being  an  increase 
of  sixty-five  on  the  number  occurring  in  1896.  Thirty-five  of 
them  must  be  deducted  as  being  patients  dying  in  the  Sanatorium 
and  not  belonging  to  the  district,  but  adding  ten  deaths  in 
Windsor  Union  House  and  one  in  the  Brookwood  Asylum,  of 
persons  previously  resident  in  Egham,  the  “ corrected number 
is  M.  98,  F.  75,  total  170,  or  57  above  that  of  1896. 

The  birth-rate  amounted  to  27-5  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  and  the  death  rate  to  15*9,  both  being  2*5  in  excess 
of  the  corresponding  mean  rates  of  the  Combined  District  for 
the  year.  The  percentage  of  deaths  at  all  ages  to  births  was 
5 7 8,  and  of  infantile  deaths  (under  one  year)  to  births  15*0, 
both  of  these  also  being  much  higher  than  the  year’s  mean 
rates. — see  Tables  V.  and  VI. 

Of  the  fifteen  deaths  occasioned  by  the  chief  zymotic  diseases 
seven  resulted  from  whooping  cough  and  two  from  diarrhoea, 
the  rest  have  already  been  referred  to,  as  measles  though  very 
prevalent,  did  not  occasion  any  mortality.  The  percentage  of 
deaths  from  the.se  complaints  to  those  from  all  causes  was  8'8%, 
and  the  death  rate  per  1,000  was  v^%. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  thirteen  persons,  with  a death  rate 
of  1-2  and  a percentage  of  total  mortality  of  7'6%. 

Pulmonary  inflammations  occcasioned  twenty-three  deaths, 
with  a rate  of  2’2  and  a percentage  of  deaths  from  all  causes  of 

13-5. 

Developmental  and  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  were 
fatal  to  thirty-four  children  under  five  years  of  age,  but  this 
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number  includes  eighteen  who  lived  less  than  a month.  These 
deaths  account  for  20%  of  the  entire  mortality  and  for  557%  of 
all  in  this  age  group,  or  to  a rate  of  3*2  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Five  inquests  were  held  on  deaths  by  drowning,  three  being 
suicidal. 
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TABLE  1. 

t In  the  columns  marked  thus  «)  the  deaths  in  Hospitals,  in  the  Public  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  in  Union  Houses  are  distributed  in  the  respective 
Disu-icts  according  to  previous  residence ; those  of  persons  not  belonging  to  any  of  them  being  altogether  excluded  from  calculation. 
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TABLE  m. 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS  REGISTERED  during  the  year  1897,  in  the  Combined  Rural  and  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Berkshire, 
classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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TABLE  IV. 

TABLE  OF  “CORRECTED”  DEATHS  occurring  during  the  Year  1897,  in  the  Combined  Rural  and  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Berkshire,  classified  according 
to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities,  showing  also  the  estimated  “corrected  ” Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  therein. 
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I 

2 

I 

1... 

I 

2 

I 

I 

1 

I 

■■■ 

1 

2 

i 

I 

I 

2 

3 

I 

1... 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

10 

2 

I 

7 

3 

2 

4 

I 

13 

I 

2 

5 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

7 

• 

I 

3 

3 

13 

9 

2 

5 

4 

1 

5 

1 

3 

3 

1 

54 

2 

30 

12 

8 

... 

•(Under 

SS 


NEWBURY  RURAL  

10251 

NEWBURY  URBAN  

11443 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL  ... 

9551 

RAMSBURY  RURAL 

6894 

ABINGDON  RURAL 

9255 

CULHAM  RURAL  

2624 

ABINGDON  URBAN 

6345 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  ... 

6254 

CROWMARSH  RURAL 

5039 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  ... 

2975 

BRADFIELD  RURAL 

15857 

GORING  RURAL  

3190 

COOKHAM  RURAL... 
MAIDENHEAD  URBAN 
EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL 
WINDSOR  RURAL  ... 
EGHAM  RURAL 

total  


150570 


157 

89(85 

174 

83  1 72 

155 

64  1 47 

111 

68  1 48 

116 

21  1 18 

39 

35  1 49 

84 

37  1 33 

70 

38I  38 

76 

21  1 16 

37 

lOI  1 92 

193 

IS  1 12 

27 

66  1 59 

125 

85  1 74 

159 

87  1 85 

172 

76  1 78 

154 

95  1 75 

1073 1 946 
2019 


Under  5 
5 upwds. 
Under  5 
5 upwds. 
Under  5 
5 upwds. 
Under  5 
5 upwds. 
Under  5 
5 upwds, 
Under  5 
^4  5 upwds. 
Under  5 
5 upwds. 
Under  5 
5 upwds. 
Under  5 
5 upwds. 
Under  5 
5 upwds. 
Under  5 
5 upwds 
Under  5 
5 upwds. 
Under  5 
5 upwds. 
Under  5 
5 upwds. 
Under  5 
5 upwds. 
Under  5 
5 upwds. 
Under  5 
5 upwds. 


Under  5 
5 upwds. 


“Wasting  Diseases”  (under  5 years)  include; — Scrofula,  Rickets,  Tabes,  Marasmus,  Debility,  Want  of  1 
“ Convulsive  Diseases  ” include  : — Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions, 


L and  Malformations. 


.■  ■';  ' I, <:■.•■  m'-  ■'  ' •■-•*  - ' 

■ ■'  ‘ 

'BD  5t'’  ' ■ ' •■' 


; ;;-fh  -iOs^liTAJta 

,f 'V  ■ ■■  .‘.V? ' .,  ■. : 


>t.-.>:r  -||l,3:»  , '.' 


4i>f  ■ -1':.  ■ : - ■ 


i 


i! 


’v  . . /:') 


■i 


■Wtk‘ 


, J »■',/' 


}.  • 


A-  -r 


■ ...  HAii.M  .'/.Vi;  ;■  ' 

.'■i  ;^!if  ';: 

. ’i  ■).'■,'■  t"'-  ■ • " 


I 


U\^ 


,1 


m 


'^,  , I* 1-  •-;-•■  ■.■•'"■.■■',  v-  '.;,A»-'IYV. Alb-  ' 

' • ■ '■  ' •'  '"'  ■*■''■•'*  ’ i 

■ ' '■  ' 'AV-:- ■ ‘ 

.v;  ■ ■'  - '■  ’ ' ' ' ,:■  V ■'«■' 

, (■'  ,p  ■ ' ; ; /■■  , 

'"  ;'!  ' ' ^ --  vi  .-.'■"V'-' . 's  ■ •- 

-t  -l;  :r : ■■  ^ 


i 


')^'  l<i 


.prr , 


o';'  i 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT.  1897. 


TABLE  V. 


Names  of 

fci 

bA 

'S'S.I 

Percentage  Rate 

of  Corrected 

Deaths  to  Births. 

:e  Rate 

ected 

Linder 

Births. 

Percentage  of  Total  Corrected  Mortality 
occurring  at  various  groups  of  Ages. 

Sanitary  Districts. 

11 

CL 

§ 

Percentag 

1 of  Corn 

' Deaths  i 

I year  to ! 

Under 

I year 

Total. 

Under  5. 

0 

z. 

0 

Over  65 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

24-4 

15-3 

628 

9-6 

15-3 

9-5 

24-8 

4-4 

3-8 

24-8 

42-0 

NEWBURY  URBAN  

22-4 

15-2 

68-0 

141 

20-7 

10-4 

31-1 

3'5 

3-5 

30-5 

31-6 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL  

247 

i6-2 

6S7 

HO 

l6-8 

90 

25-8 

6-5 

•6 

271 

40-0 

RAMSBURY  RURAL  

29-2 

I6I 

55-2 

90 

i6-2 

8-1 

24-3 

■5-4 

3-6 

25-2 

4I-S 

ABINGDON  RURAL  

257 

12-5 

487 

8-8 

18-1 

6-0 

241 

2-6 

5-2 

27-6 

40-5 

CULHAM  RURAL 

25-5 

14-9 

58’2 

T5 

12-8 

10-3 

23-1 

2-6 

s-i 

33-3 

35-9 

ABINGDON  URBAN  

25-4 

13-2 

52-2 

10-6 

20-2 

8-3 

28-5 

3-6 

3-6 

26-2 

38-1 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  

29-2 

11-2 

383 

60 

15-7 

4-3 

200 

2-8 

2-8 

357 

38-6 

CROWMARSH  RURAL  

23-8 

I5I 

633 

10-8 

10-5 

6-6 

17-1 

7-9 

7-9 

30-3 

36-8 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  

21-9 

12-4 

569 

77 

13-5 

5-4 

189 

8-1 

35-1 

37'3 

BRADFIELD  RURAL  

22-1 

12-2 

551 

12-0 

21-8 

7-2 

29-9 

7-2 

3-1 

26-4 

34-2 

GORING  RURAL  

20' I 

8-5 

42-2 

47 

II-I 

11-1 

III 

44-4 

33-3 

COOKHAM  RURAL  

23'I 

1 1-8 

51-2 

86 

16-8 

12-8 

296 

2-4 

1-6 

27-2 

39-2 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  

28-4 

■3-3 

46’8 

12-9 

277 

11-3 

39-0 

5-0 

3-8 

30-2 

22-0 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  ... 

26-0 

12-5 

48-1 

II'2 

23-3 

10-5 

33-8 

2-9 

4-0 

27-3 

32-0 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

24-8 

III 

44-8 

87 

19-5 

10-4 

299 

2-6 

2-6 

39-6 

25-3 

EGHAM  RURAL  

275 

15-9 

57-8 

15-0 

25-9 

100 

359 

4-1 

4-. 

25-3 

30-6 

Mean  Rates  for  1897  

250 

134 

535 

105 

196 

91 

287 

4-4 

35 

29-0 

345 

,,  ,,  1896  

24-9 

123 

492 

95 

19-3 

9-7 

29-0 

53 

4-4 

286 

32-6 

„ 1895  

261 

14-5 

55-4 

105 

18-9 

7-4 

26-3 

39 

4-1 

28-0 

37-7 

„ „ 1894  

219 

141 

567 

98 

17-3 

99 

27-2 

35 

4-6 

28-0 

366 

Average  yearly  rate  of  the  ten  years  1 
1874-83  inclusive  J 

3046 

1696 

5576 

10-74 

1904 

11-44 

30-48 

507 

4-73 

25-84 

34  07 

„ „ 1884-93  „ 

27  80 

1563 

5627 

10-22 

18-22 

938 

27  60 

4-58 

433 

24-17 

39-25 

Deaths  in  Hospitals,  in  Union  Houses,  and  in  Public  Lunatic  Asylums  are  distributed  in  the  respective  Sanitary  Districts 
according  to  previous  residence.  Sie  Noli  Table  I. 
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BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT.  189;. 


TABLE  VI. 


Names  of 

Sanitary  Districts. 

*Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Correcte 

I,C 

influenza 

d Deat 
00  livin 

Phthisis. 

Rates  pt 
g,  for 
Pulmonary 
Inflamma- 
tions. 

;r 

Wasting  & 
Convulsive 
Dis.unders 

Correctei 

♦Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Perce 
i Death 

Phthisis. 

ntage  of 
s at  all  ag( 
Pulmonary 
Inflamma- 
tions. 

3S,  due  to 

Wasting  & 
Convulsive 
DU.  under  5 

Percer 
Correcte 
under  5 y( 
*Chief 
Zymotic 
Diseases. 

itage  of 
d Deaths 
3ars,dueto 

Wasting  & 
Convulsive 
Diseases. 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

V2 

•3 

1*2 

1-9 

17 

7-6 

7-6 

127 

II-5 

25’6 

462 

NEWBURY  URBAN  

1-7 

■6 

2-2 

2-3 

109 

4-0 

14-4 

14-9 

27-8 

48’ I 

HUNGEREORD  RURAL  

•6 

•4 

1*2 

27 

2-5 

3-9 

71 

i6-8 

15-5 

15-0 

600 

RAMSBURY  RURAL  

i-o 

•9 

•6 

I'S 

2-5 

6-3 

3-6 

9-0 

15-3 

ii-i 

63-0 

ABINGDON  RURAL  

•5 

•2 

1-4 

17 

17 

43 

11 '2 

13-8 

13-8 

107 

57'i 

CULHAM  RURAL 

■8 

■8 

1-9  • 

1-9 

23 

51 

I2'8 

12-8 

15-4 

22-2 

66  7 

ABINGDON  URBAN  

ri 

i'9 

17 

1-9 

8-3 

14-3 

131 

14-3 

167 

50-0 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  

•3 

•2 

■8 

1-9 

i-i 

29 

71 

lyi 

100 

50-0 

CROWMARSH  RURAL  

•2 

2-2 

2-2 

2’4 

i'3 

14-5 

H'5 

15-8 

92-3 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  

■3 

I'O 

27 

i'3 

8-1 

21  6 

10-8 

57-1 

BRADFIELD  RURAL  

I'O 

■3 

•7 

I'9 

20 

8-3 

>5'5 

iS'5 

i6'i 

19-6 

55'4 

GORING  RURAL  

■3 

•3 

•6 

1-9 

■3 

37 

7'4 

217 

37 

33'3 

333 

COOKHAM  RURAL  

'9 

•4 

•7 

2-2 

r6 

80 

5-6 

1 84 

13-6 

27-0 

45-9 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  

1-8 

■3 

iS 

1-8 

2'4 

13-2 

i3'9 

13-2 

i8'2 

25-8 

46-8 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  ... 

•9 

2-3 

2’4 

7-0 

1 8-6 

19-2 

569 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

•9 

•4 

1-3 

1-8 

1-6 

8-4 

117 

i6-2 

14-3 

21  7 

47'3 

EGHAM  RURAL  

i‘4 

1-2 

2' 2 

3-2 

8-8 

7'6 

13-5 

200 

197 

557 

Mean  Rate  for  1897  

9 

■2 

11 

20 

30, 

68 

84 

151 

153 

178 

535 

„ „ 1896  

10 

•2 

•9 

1-5 

19 

81 

7.7 

133 

15-7 

180 

540 

..  1895  

•9 

6 

9 

20 

21 

65 

63 

137 

145 

17-8 

551 

„ „ 1894  

11 

■i 

11 

24 

15 

8-2 

81 

171 

109 

28-9 

403 

Average  yearly  rate  of  the  ten  years  1 
1874-83  inclusive  / 
>>  1,  1884-93  » 

180 

1-31 

1-64 

1-22 

268 

2-65 

218 

1094 

775 

967 

7-82 

1561 

1612 

1403 

Rate  of  5 
yrs.  1889-93 
inclusive. 

4970 

* Including  small  pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  fand  croup),  whooping  cough,  fever  (typhus,  typhoid  and  other 
continued),  diarrhoea  (and  dysentery).  (For  list  of  Wasting  and  Convulsive  Diseases,  see  foot*note  Table  III.) 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT.  1897. 


TABLE  VII. 


Returns,  by  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  of  Sanitary  Works  carried  out  in  the  Year  1897. 


Name  of  District  

Newbury 

Rural 

Newbury 

Urban 

Hungerford 

Rural 

Ramsbury 

Rural 

Abingdon 

Rural 

Culham 

Rural 

Abingdon 

Urban 

Wallingford 

Rural 

Crowmarsh 

Rural 

Wallingford 

Bradfield 

Rural 

Goring  ■ 

Rural 

Cookham 

Rural 

Maidenhead 

Urban 

East- 

hampstead 

1 Rural 

1 

Windsor 

Rural 

Egham 

Rural 

Total. 

Area  in 

Acres  

42,866 

1,829 

Approx 

47^000 

mately 

50,000 

40,860 

13,689 

730 

23.759 

18,558 

380 

55.215 

9.155 

27,803 

2,123 

27.033 

12,143 

7,786 

380,367 

Name  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances 

W.  Church. 

s.  J.  L. 

Vincent. 

' J.  Pinniger. 

J.  Pinniger. 

T.  B.  Warren.  1 

1 

S.  C. 

Tompkins. 

G.  Winship. 

R.  B.  Lay. 

B.  Tubb. 

R.  W.  Fox. 

S.  C.  Johns. 

T.  Windle.  | 

T.  Windle. 

G.  A.  Millin. 

J.  H.  Barford. 

H.  Lloyd. 

G.  Watts. 

W.  Menzies. 

I.  No.  of  Premises  visited  

1031 

450 

1027 

985 

164 

73 

181 

480 

279 

245 

510 

143 

414 

602 

520 

840 

218 

8162 

2. 

inspections  for  Sanitary  SuiYey 

85 

123 

18 

45 

42 

20 

333 

3-  .. 

Complaints  to  Sanitary  Authority  ... 

8 

2 

25 

2 

I 

18 

56 

4-  .. 

^luisances  reported 

■59 

56 

103 

103 

■■5 

28 

10 

130 

lOI 

24 

49 

15 

74 

131 

84 

279 

74 

1535 

S'  .. 

formal  Notices  served  

56 

59 

38 

48 

19 

10 

3 

■5 

2 

4 

75 

5J 

43 

20 

443 

6.  „ 

Summonses  heard  before  Justices  ... 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

6 

7.  Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 

151 

56 

88 

89 

40 

28 

5 

122 

44 

24 

35 

10 

65 

1 12 

80 

250 

63 

1262 

8. 

^ As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  &c 

67 

23 

32 

17 

■5 

10 

45 

25 

12 

9 

22 

75 

13 

13 

30 

406 

9.  ;§ 

,,  Drains  

18 

18 

8 

4 

28 

■7 

16 

2 

7 

4 

6 

15 

10 

61 

7 

221 

10.  1 

,,  Pigs  or  other  animals 

4 

6 

I 

5 

4 

3 

24 

2 

2 

6 

5 

5 

4 

3 

74 

II.  s 

,,  CoW',  Slaughter*,  & Bake-houses 

3 

I 

2 

I 

3 

9 

23 

2 

2 

8 

4 

5 

63 

1. 
'3-  1 
M-  ° 
IS-  1 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water  ... 
,,  Foul,  dilapidated,  and  over-  ) 

crowded  houses  / 

,,  Houses  closed  as  unfit  for  ) 

habitation  J 

„ Polluted  ditches,  streams,  &^c. 

8 

26 

7 

3 

3 

10 

2 

12 

18 

20 

4 

20 

12 

3 

2 

2 

5 

2 

3 

6 

7 

3 

2 

21 

5 

2 

4 

7 

2 

9 

9 

5 

4 

21 

10 

I 

16 

23 

35 

5 

15 

18 

3 

I 

119 

183 

30 

80 

16. 

17.  No. 

18.  „ 

„ Other  nuisances  

, of  premises  disinfected  on  account ) 

of  infectious  diseases j 

, Samples  ofwater,&c,senttoM.O.H. 

21 

54 

4 

7 

8 

I 

14 

13 

5 

31 

5 

32 

■ 3 

2 

10 

■5 

9 

2 

I 

3 

9 

■2 

5 

36 

I 

15 

13 

I 

5 

3 

9 

3 

38 

13 

7 

73 

293 

53 

19-  » 

Earth  or  diy  closets  provided  ... 

35 

14 

3 

6 

9 

47 

3 

9 

I 

16 

14 

4 

I 

18 

149 

20.  „ 

Water  supply  provided,  wells  sunk 

14 

II 

I 

2 

3 

13 

10 

3 

6 

38 

19 

154 

21.  „ 

, Cow-houses,  Dairies,  &c.  Registered 

I 

8 

30 

73 

115 

22.  , 

, „ „ inspected 

21 

14 

26 

44 

I 

12 

5 

77 

79 

2 

■5 

6 

15 

7 

30 

17 

10 

379 

23.  a Piggeries  „ 

24.  Slaughter-houses  „ 

25.  „ Bake-houses  „ 

26.  „ Canal  Boats  », 

27.  Common  Lodging-houses  ( 

and  Workshops  j ” 

28.  Houses  reported  under  “Housing  of) 

Working  Classes  Act  ” Sect.  30  ...  J 

5 

5 

3 

I 

II 

4 

6 

■4 

8 

9 

24 

I 

6 

22 

3 

26 

7 

14 

I 

6 

9 

5 

16 

I 

34 

3 

9 

23 

8 

2 

3 

9 

5 

6 

6 

II 

4 

2 

5 

17 

II 

23 

14 

II 

19 

10 

I 

10 

8 

10 

16 

5 

2 

7 

8 

2 

16 

234 

101 

177 

55 

32 

